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For information on Alton Methodist Church, phone Philip Simpkins on 01420 83167

Snow in
Wales!

   At 7.30am on 27th December, the Winter
Venture party were sitting in Mr Allan’s kitchen,
deciding to wait for an hour before setting off.
The reason?  It was a veritable blizzard outside!
   But the wait was worth it.  A good journey to
Wales, with enough time to climb to the snowy
summit of Sugar Loaf (596m) before settling in
to our comfortable (and warm!) Bunkhouse.
   The following day was brilliant!  No wind,
bright sunshine, and temperature below freezing.
The picture shows Robert, Myles and Charlie
approaching the summit of Moel Penderyn -
making the first set of footprints in the snow.

Competition time Singing to help
others

Expedition time
   Fancy going on expedition this
summer?  Then you need to attend
the training sessions which start on
10th January.
   For Compass Boys, you can tackle
the “Young Venturers” programme,
and if successful you’ll gain a
Venturer Certificate (as well as
gaining points towards your Year 1
BB Awards!)
   The classes run from 7pm to
7.30pm every Wednesday, and
they’re open to anyone in school
years 7 and 8 - boys and girls!
   So why don’t you come along and

   The tradition goes on!  Yet again,
a group of Boys set out from the
church to sing carols in the nearby
streets.  It was very, very mild, and
only slightly damp, and the “choir”
was in excellent voice - so
excellent, in fact, that we raised
£116 for “Action for Children” in
less than an hour!  Several families
stood listening to us from their
open doorways, and our doorstep
collectors were well received.
   And then there were the usual
mince pies and drinks back at the
church - great!

   There are two Battalion
competitions coming up soon.
Firstly , where we need a
team of FOUR Boys - are you up
for it?  The  there’s
with as many Boys as possible
entered, the best THREE will
count for the 2nd Alton team
position.  Check out the dates on
the next page!

   But better was yet to come.
A footpath led to Sgud-ar-Eira,
a brilliant waterfall, which we
were able to walk behind!
   Day 3 saw us on the hillside
above Brecon, but it was now
too cold and windy to summit

- let’s throw snowballs instead!
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Dates for your diary

Fri 5 Jan First meeting of the session; 7.45pm.
Wed 10 Jan Young Venturers and DofE expedition classes begin.
Thu 11 Jan Astronomy Interests Group go Stargazing; 6.30pm at the church.
Fri 12 Jan Parade night, 7.45pm.
Fri 19 Jan Parade night, 7.45pm.
Sat 20 Jan Battalion Chess Tournament, Yateley – afternoon.
Fri 26 Jan Parade night, 7.45pm.
Sat 27 Jan Southern Navigators Orienteering* – meet 9.15am at the church.
Fri 2 Feb Parade night, 7.45pm.
Sat 3 Feb Battalion Orienteering Contest at Lightwater Country Park –

leave the church at 9am. Test your skills against other BB boys!
Fri 9 Feb Parade night, 7.45pm.

 –
Fri 23 Feb Parade night, 7.45pm.
Sat 24 Feb Southern Navigators Orienteering* – meet 9.15am at the church.
Fri 2 Mar Parade night, 7.45pm.
Fri 9 Mar Parade night, 7.45pm.
Thu 15 Mar East Hampshire DofE Presentation Evening (by invitation).
Fri 16 Mar Parade night, 7.45pm.
Sat 17 Mar Southern Navigators Orienteering* – meet 9.15am at the church.
Sun 18 Mar BB/GB Parade, Alton – meet 10.15am at The Butts Green.

Parents invited to join us for the service at the church, 10.45am.
Fri 23 Mar Parade night, 7.45pm.

 – ‡
Mon 9 Apr Training Walk for Young Venturers expedition group (tbc).
Fri 20 Apr Parade night, 7.45pm.
Fri 27 Apr Parade night, 7.45pm.
Sat 28 Apr Day of Action! Please keep this date clear.
Fri 4 May Parade night, 7.45pm.
Wed 9 May Display Dress Rehearsal, 7pm.
Fri 11 May Annual Display.
Sun 13 May Battalion Church Parade - afternoon.
Fri 18 May Summer Programme begins.  Games on The Butts, 7.30pm.

‡
*



2nd Alton BB                                                                                                                  Update 66

. . . . and some forward dates
Sat 23/30 Jun Battalion Sports - date to be confirmed.
Fri 6 Jul DofE Gold Presentation, Great Hall, Winchester.
18 - 25 Aug BB Camp - Honeyhill BB Campsite, Bearsted, Kent.
Fri 7 Sep New BB Session starts.

Summer Camp -  New Horizons !
   The Boys’ Brigade
campsite at Honeyhill is run
by North-West Kent
Battalion, and is a favourite
site for Company Camps.
But we’ve never been there
. . .until this year!
   We’re really excited about
this new adventure, camping
from 18th to 25th August
with our friends from 2nd
Fleet BB (and possibly other
Companies?)

So we asked our secret spy -
Ian Spencer, an ex-member
of 2nd Alton - for his views.

“It’s a great site - I’ve camped
there a couple of times - and
the best of it is that there are
our own private woods for
wide games and other
activities.”  He sent this
picture, and although it’s an
empty field, just imagine it
with tents set out for a
memorable holiday together.
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2nd Alton Band at Yateley
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At the Christmas Fair
   As usual, the BB ran a
stall at the Church’s
Christmas Fair, selling
items that had been made
by Boys on the previous
weekend.  Crackers,
Santas and Tree
Decorations sold well, as
of course did the ever-
popular sherbet dips!
   So, thanks to the Boys
who created things to sell,
and to those who manned
the stall on the day, we
were able to raise nearly
£70 for church funds.
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McDonalds with the Chaplain
   Challenge Plus is the BB
programme for Seniors, with a
number of projects and challenges
to be tackled.  One is to take the BB
Chaplain out for a fast-food meal,
and Michael and Charlie were
delighted when Philip agreed to
come with them to Basingstoke.

   Matthew, Andreas and
Thomas were in Petersfield
recently to receive their East
Hampshire DofE Silver
Recognition Certificates.
They were presented by Tess
Burrows, a writer and
adventurer who (as a granny!)

had walked to the South Pole.
Also receiving Certificates for
DofE Awards through 2nd
Alton BB were:  Matthew
Carruthers, Jess Griffiths and
Finlay Parker (Bronze); Will
Griffiths (Silver); and Rosella
White (Gold).

Certificates all round!

  -  OBM, the “On-line
Brigade Manager” software, is
proving very useful, and helping us to
communicate with parents.  But Boys
will miss out on messages if parents
haven’t gone on-line to enter details!

So please, if you haven’t already, go
to https://obm.boys-brigade.org.uk/
and fill in the details, especially a
contact e-mail address!  This will
ensure that all parents and members
are kept in the loop!

https://obm.boys-brigade.org.uk/

