
	
NEWSLETTER – 1st June 2016 
 
Prayer Is Everything 
This year at Pentecost, the Archbishop of Canterbury gave an address 
intended to reach out beyond the Anglican Communion.   
 
‘When we look at the task around us, all of you who…with your friends, 
or (at) work, university or schools - wherever you met people...think that 
the task of introducing them to Jesus Christ is overwhelming and what 
can we do about it.  And the answer is absolutely nothing!  But God can 
do everything, and that’s why we pray.  This recognises that we are 
entirely dependent on God.’   
 
Speaking to others about the Gospel of Christ, the good news that gives us 
hope, and the hope that shall not let us down, is something we Christians are 
expected to do, yet it terrifies many and ‘overwhelms’ others.   
 
Out on the streets of Alton, Town Pastors have the opportunity to speak to 
those for whom Christians are not among their acquaintance.  And it is both 
humbling and freeing to know that we can do nothing for them ‘but God can 
do everything’.   
 
Bringing the peace and purpose that is found in Jesus, often clumsily and 
always inadequately, we take comfort that our words will only contribute to 
God’s plan for those we greet, because God is not dependent on us for 
anything.  God is not phased when people ignore our words, or pass them off, 
saying that it’s not for them!  Actually, in the majority of cases, people listen 
and take pause to think.  On very few occasions has the Gospel been met 
with outright hostility.  Prayer is the basis for all we do as Town Pastors and 
without it, all is in vain! 
 
 
We publish an anonymised prayer sheet fortnightly by email.  If you would like 
to receive these please email us at the address above.  These can provide a 
focus for use in small prayer groups or to include in your private devotions.  It 
goes without saying that our ministry, like any other, survives, thrives and 
provides through prayer and our prayer team is therefore essential. 
 



 
PRAISE GOD FOR… 

• continuing acceptance and support of the people of Alton 

• for placing people in our path 

• for the support of the police, the publicans and the town council 

 
PLEASE PRAY… 

• for the sustaining encouragement of the Holy Spirit 

• for energy and protection for the team  

• for God’s leading over extending our ministry 

• for more opportunities to tell people about our Saviour and God’s 

redemptive plan for us all 

 
 
‘THOUGHT FOR THE DAY’  
 
the ministry often challenges our Biblical understanding, so here is a 
reflection on an issue very much in the forefront of our work: 
 
ALCOHOL: blessing or curse? 
 
He makes grass grow for the cattle,      

and plants for people to cultivate –      
bringing forth food from the earth: 

wine that gladdens human hearts, 
oil to make their faces shine,      
and bread that sustains their hearts. (Psalm 104:14-15) 

 
Psalm 104 is a great hymn to the Almighty as Creator and Provider and it tells 
us that one of God’s provisions is wine to gladden our hearts.  In fact, the 
Bible supports drinking alcohol. For example, Paul (1 Timothy 5:23) 
encourages his disciple, Timothy, to take a little wine for his stomach ‘and 
frequent ailments’; perhaps Paul felt Timothy needed some fortification.  Also, 
there seven sign showing Jesus as Messiah in John’s Gospel, of which the 
first is turning water to wine – and not just any wine, but the very best! 
 
Nowhere is drinking alcohol forbidden, except for the High Priests about to 
enter the Tent of the Meeting (Leviticus 10:8-10) or for those under the 
Nazarite vow (Numbers 6:1-21).  However the Bible does recognise that 
misusing God’s provision is unwise and ruinous. 



 
Paul tell us not to get drunk on wine (Ephesians 5:18) while Solomon warns 
that ‘wine is a mocker and beer a brawler’ and ‘whoever is led by them is not 
wise’ (Proverbs 20:1). 
 
We see many people, both men and women, that fit Isaiah’s description of 
‘those that stagger from wine and reel from beer’ (28:7) and who are ‘heroes 
at drinking wine and champions of mixing drinks,’ (5:22). 
 
So what should a loving Christian response be to this over-indulgence?  Are 
we sad that God’s graceful bounty is misused?  Sad, yes, but hardly shocked, 
surely!  Fallen man takes much that is good, beautiful and edifying, and 
through the perversion of sin, corrupts it.   
 
The act of love becomes diminished and sullied by lust.  Simple, healthy 
sustenance becomes the ‘food porn’ in advertisements, encouraging gluttony 
and causing obesity (and anorexia!).  Drink is no different; the very wine we 
use in the Eucharist, in the act of thanksgiving to our Lord and Saviour, can 
also make anyone drunk! 
 
Redemption comes through Jesus Christ and only through meeting him can 
we begin to walk in the ways that God intended, soberly.  The Fruit of the 
Spirit was rendered thus in the English of the King James Bible: 
 
love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness (and)  
temperance (Galatian 5:23 AV) 
 
It is only through a meeting with our Saviour and the conviction of the 
indwelling Spirit that we can be temperate – also with humble prayer and 
supplication. 
 
Therefore, the best way to help those we meet who are to determined to drink 
to excess, is to be ready to give them the Gospel of Christ.  Many cry out for 
healing, if only through their drunkenness.  But what about a different cry? 
 
How good it is to sing praises to our God,      
how pleasant and fitting to praise him! 
 
He heals the broken-hearted      
and binds up their wounds. 
 
(Psalm 147:1&3) 
 
 



A Vicar's view from the frontline... 
 
It has been my great privilege to have been an Alton Town Pastor since June 2015.  
As someone who is expected to be in Church on Sunday the people we meet are 
often surprised that I am 'out on the town' in the early hours of Sunday Morning, and 
interested in their lives. For me though, the Town Pastors are a 'coal face' ministry.  
Former Archbishop Rowan Williams wrote that to be baptised is to be where Jesus is 
- in this case that is among the revellers.  
 
So I feel honoured and privileged to join my brothers and sisters from the local 
churches as we are that visible presence.  What strikes me is how we are really 
appreciated by the people we meet, talk and pray with. We get to hear some 
very personal stories, some of which are hard to listen to.  
 
The reward if I can say that is we get to share the Gospel of Jesus, to offer prayer for 
healing and hope into their lives.  We have formed ongoing relationships and pray 
that these people will come to know Jesus. It is also reassuring to know that the 
Police and local authority recognise and welcome our ministry as a positive 
contribution to the peace and security of our town. 
 
Recently the Bishop of Winchester, Tim Dakin preached at St Lawrence and he 
asked us to think of where we see the Holy Spirit at work doing good things through 
God's people.  I immediately thought of the Town Pastors. We are blessed, and more 
than once I have felt God giving me the words to say when challenged by angry and 
hurting people, a promise made by Jesus when he walked the earth as a human 
being (e.g Mark 13: 11).  
 
We are the Town Pastors, ordinary people with a passion for serving our 
extraordinary God, and God uses us to touch people's lives and sow the seed 
of the Good News.   
 
As we stand in the Market Square, or patrol the town I look around and pray for the 
pubs, their staff and the local residents.  I also get to talk with my sisters and brothers 
of Alton Town Pastors, sharing our stories and faith. I feel blessed as I learn from 
them.  I would love to see more patrols on more nights. While I pray for the 
moderation of drinking, and safety and peace among those out to enjoy themselves, I 
also pray that more people with the passion for serving Jesus will join us. 
 
I began by thinking about being in church.  Worship for me is nourishment for 
serving God.  I pray that God will touch others as they worship the King of 
kings, that the Holy Spirit will call them to walk where Jesus walks and be a 
loving and visible presence of He who gave His life that we might come to 
know that: 
 
'... neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things 
to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
(Romans 8: 38-39) 
 
With every blessing 
Rev David Hinks, 



 
Alton (still) needs you! 
 
Since November 2014, Alton Town Pastors have sent a team out every 
Saturday night until May when we switched to Fridays for the month.  It is has 
been a success, and proved to us we are as needed on Friday evenings and 
Saturday.   
 
So, starting this June, we will send out a team on Friday as well as Saturday 
as our volunteer numbers allow.  Currently that means one Friday a month – 
but if you would prefer a Friday to a Saturday evening, then there is ample 
opportunity!  And remember, if you cannot commit to stay out into the early 
morning then you can do a shift from 9.30 to 11.30pm. 
 
 
"ATP patrols are a really valued by my officers and assist in 
keeping the town calm".  Inspector Louise Rooks, Prevention and 
Neighbourhood Inspector for East Hampshire Area 
 
 
We continue to recruit volunteers for town pastors.  If you are interested 
please contact altontownpastors@gmail.com for a (very) simple application 
form or return the tear off strip to the ATP Coordinator, c/o Harvest Church. 
 
 
The best way to find out if this is for you is join us one Saturday 
evening. 
Contact Nigel Pink 
phone: 07502 691899 
altontownpastors@gmail.com  
 
OR FILL IN THE ATTACHED FORM 
 
 





 
 
 

IF ANY OF THE ABOVE HAS INSPIRED YOU, PLEASE COMPLETE THIS 
FORM AND RETURN IT TO THE ADDRESS BELOW OR EMAIL: 

altontownpastors@gmail.com 

 

 
 

I would like to find out more about the work of Alton Town Pastors. 
 
NAME:…………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

ADDRESS:…………………………………………………………………………… 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

PHONE:……………………EMAIL…………………………………………………. 

 
I am interested in volunteering for the (please indicate): 
 

! Friday early shift: ( 9.30pm – 11.30pm) 

! Friday late shift:   (9pm – 2.30am) 

! Saturday early shift: (9.30pm – 11.30pm) 

! Saturday late shift:   (9pm – 2.30am) 

! Prayer team – to receive the prayer sheet 

 

Please return to:  
Alton Town Pastors Co-ordinator 
c/o Harvest Church 
Malting Close 
Alton 
Hants. GU34 1DT 
 

 
 
 
 


