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A very abrupt halt

Marching to
the Service

   One week, we were meeting
quite happily, and practising for
the Battalion Day of Action.  The
next week, everything is on hold!
   The unprecedented restrictions
being brought in to counteract the
Coronavirus outbreak are playing
havoc with all our BB plans.
Everything, absolutely everything,
that we might do together, has
been prohibited, and so we’re
going to have to reinvent BB for

the next few weeks or possibly
months.
   We recognise that with school
cancelled too, and all “attractions”
closed down, you’ll be trying to
find things to occupy your time,
and already the Captain has been
in touch with you all to launch our

“virtual” Friday night meetings!
   BB Headquarters has been very
active in the meantime, and we
should soon see the launch of

some at  materials,
which we will probably be dipping
into most weeks.
   We will be using OBM to send
out our weekly updates.  This uses
parents’ e-mail addresses, so be
sure to ask them to print off the
information for you every Friday!
And if you or your family could use
(or offer!) some help during these
difficult times, please call Mr Allan
on 84739.

This space reserved for
future events !

It seems a long time ago . . .

   It’s hard to
remember the party
that took place at the
beginning of the year,
but we all enjoyed
balloon tennis, feely-
bags, and of course
the famous dress-up
chocolate game.
   Great!

   It was a bright, but cold,
morning when the
members of BB and GB
met at the Butts Green.  As
usual, we were able to
march behind the band to
the church, where Liz
George led the service
based on Joseph’s life.
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Non-Dates for your diary
Because of the Covid19 outbreak, lots of things won’t be happening.

The following are all affected.

Cancelled Day of Action! (28th March)
Postponed Young Venturers’ Year 7 walk (29th March)
Postponed DofE Gold Training Walk (7th April)
Postponed Young Venturers’ Year 8 walk (16th April)
Postponed BB Camp at Tilford.  (17-19 April)
Postponed Young Venturers’ Year 8 Expedition (2-3 May)
Cancelled Battalion Band Practice.  (6th May)
Postponed DofE Bronze Practice Expedition.  (9-10 May)
Postponed Annual Display. (15th May)
Cancelled Battalion Church Parade. (17th May)
Cancelled Battalion Sports. (6th June)
Postponed Young Venturers’ Year 7 Expedition.  (14th June)

We are hoping that the restrictions will be lifted by June, so that we can all enjoy a
full programme of summer activities, much of it out-of-doors.

Orienteering Challenge
   Ollie was the only 2nd Alton Boy to
respond to the very technical challenge
of the Battalion Orienteering
Championship held in Alice Holt
Forest.  Three Boys are needed for a
team, so we weren’t placed, but Ollie
didn’t return empty-handed, as he
received a certificate for taking part!

Some welcome new equipment
   We applied recently for a grant from
Hampshire County Council, and, with the
support of our Councillor, Andrew Joy, were
successful in obtaining a grant of £650.
   So now we have two tents,
two rucksacks and five new
compasses for our upcoming
expeditions.  Thank you, HCC!
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Winter Venture 2020 - The Three Peaks!
  Just after the New Year had arrived, a group from
2nd Alton set off on their Winter Venture to Wales.
Although clearly advertised as “a hill-walking
holiday” this didn’t deter Churchill, Jacob and Ollie,
who signed up for this new adventure.  Mr Richards
and Mr Allan made all the arrangements and were
there to enjoy the holiday too!
   They all travelled in the Amery Hill minibus to the
Brecon Beacons for their first challenge - the ascent
of Sugar Loaf, a hill rising to just short of 600
metres above sea level.  It was bright but cold as
they made their way up, and no-one wanted to
linger long on the top.  There was excitement too
on the way back, when the Nant Iago stream had
to be forded.  Mr A, with his camera, was hoping
that someone might fall in and get wet, but no such
luck - everyone chose a stout stick to help them
across!

   They arrived that evening at the warm and
welcoming Tyle Morgrug bunkhouse, and were
soon enjoying their home-cooked dinner, followed
by a great time playing various board games.
   Day Two also had a hill to climb, this time Moel
Penderyn, a much lower summit at just over 400m.
But the best bit came later, when they visited the
Sgud ar Eira waterfall.  It’s very impressive, but the
best bit is that the footpath goes across to the
other side of the valley by passing behind the
curtain of water!
   Back at the bunkhouse, Ollie soon had the
wood-burning stove going for everyone to sit round.
   Finally, before travelling back to Alton, the group
conquered Fan Frynych, at 630m the highest of
their three peaks.  And, boy, was it cold and windy
on the top!  Everyone was glad to drop back into
the valley for the minibus trip home.

The group at the
start of the Venture

At the summit of
Sugar Loaf

Fording the Nant
Iago stream

Churchill and
his stick . . .

. . . and Jacob
with two!
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More Venture pics

With the mountain
ponies

Outside the
bunkhouse

Behind
the fall

Sgud ar Eira
waterfall

Moel
Penderyn

The third peak -
Fan Frynych


