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   Our three Senior Boys,
Ollie, Jacob and Andrew,
were appalled at what was
unfolding in Ukraine, and
resolved to do something
to help.  Boys’ Brigade
Headquarters advised that
the most effective way was
by fundraising –  but what
to organise at short notice?
   They decided to hold an
Afternoon Tea event, and
so Friday night saw them
staying on after the usual
BB meeting, for a bake-off
in the church kitchen.  By
2.30am, they had made
flapjack, cupcakes, a coffee
sponge, brownies and
chocolate chip cookies, and
it was now time to turn in
for the night!
   They were busy with
other activities the
following morning, but
arrived back at the church
after midday to prepare for

the event.  Tables had been
set, and the Boys were
surprised and grateful to
receive a large number of
additional cakes and biscuits
from church well-wishers.
   Doors opened at two
o’clock, and soon the Boys
were busy serving the many
folk who had turned up to
support their initiative.
Their generosity was
overwhelming – it was clear
that helping the people of
Ukraine was very much on
Altonians’ minds.
   The final reckoning?  They
had raised the amazing sum
of , which has been
sent on to the Red Cross
and Disasters Emergency
Committee Ukraine appeal.
   Thank you, Boys, for your
initiative, and let’s not
forget to thank the church
folk, for their incredible
support.

Helping Ukraine

2nd Alton Company, The Boys’ Brigade

Welcome!
   It’s great news that three Boys will
be transferring from Juniors at the
Display this month.  We look forward
to welcoming Mark, Michael and
Connor to Company, and hope that
they will enjoy their new activities.
   There’s plenty happening!  As usual,
Page 2 has a list of dates, and all
activities (apart from expeditions and
summer camp) are open to our new
members.

Table-tennis action
   The Battalion table-tennis tournament
was held four weeks ago at Court Moor
School, Fleet.  Six Companies had entered,
each with three team members.  The
format of the event was set up so that
every player played everyone else, except
of course the members of their own
Company.
   I don’t know how good you are at maths,
but I can tell you that this meant that 135
games needed to be played in just three
hours!  There were six tables available,
and matches were shortened to just one
game to 21 points, and, yes, all games
were able to be fitted in!
   Each player had to find their next
opponent, and there was hardly any time
to relax between games.  Our team of
Thomas, Josh and Jonathan were probably
the youngest participants, and so were
pleased to finish in fifth place - avoiding
the last place slot by a few points!
   Next year they’ll be older, and hopefully
more skilled at the game.  Might a win be
on the cards?  Watch this space!
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Dates for your diary
Boys transferred from Juniors can take part in all the activities from Saturday 14th
May onwards (except the Winchester parade).
Band practice will take place every Wednesday from 7pm to 8pm.
There will be Consent Forms (and a charge) for the activities marked with a ►
Fri 29 Apr Parade Night, 7.50pm.
1 - 2 May DofE Bronze Practice Expedition to Sheephouse Copse.
Fri 6 May Parade Night, 7.50pm.
Sat 7 May “Skills for Queen’s Badge” on-line course, 10am.
Sun 8 May Operating a Water Station for the Alton 10 road race - we’ll need

three or four Boys to help.
Wed 11 May Dress Rehearsal for the Display.  7pm in the church.
Fri 13 May Annual Inspection and Display.  Parents and friends warmly

invited.  7pm in the church, with refreshments to follow.
14 - 15 May Young Venturers Year 8 Expedition to Sheephouse Copse.
Sat 14 May Church Spring Fair, 10am - 12 noon.
Sat 14 May Battalion Chess Competition, Alton (afternoon).  Team of four

Boys.  Juniors may also take part.
Fri 20 May Parade, Winchester Cathedral.  This celebrates HM The Queen’s

Platinum Jubilee.  Uniform to be worn.  Full details to follow.
Fri 27 May Games on The Butts Green.  Meet 7.30pm; finish at 9pm.
1 and 3 Jun No meetings - Platinum Jubilee Bank Holiday.
Fri 10 Jun ►Outing to Laser Quest, Woking.  Details later.
Fri 17 Jun Wide Games on Shortheath Common.  7pm to 9pm.
Sat 18 Jun Battalion Sports Day, Spectrum Centre, Guildford.
Fri 24 Jun ►Outing to Coral Reef Leisure Pool, Bracknell.  Details later.
Fri 1 July “Behind the scenes” visit to Sainsbury’s, and Games in the church.

Meet 7pm in the church; finish there at 9pm.
2 - 4 Jul DofE Gold Practice Expedition to Brecon Beacons.
Fri 8 Jul Bushcraft experience.  Details later.
Fri 15 Jul ►Outing to High Score Arcade, Farnborough.  Details later.
Fri 22 Jul Final meeting of the summer.  Walk and Barbecue.  Meet at the

forest car park opposite Avenue Nurseries at 7pm.  Food at The Old
School House, Amery Hill, where we’ll finish the session at 9.15pm.

13-20 Aug Summer Camp to Belchamps, Southend-on-Sea (with 1st Woodley
Company)

20-27 Aug DofE Gold Assessed Expedition in Galloway Hills, Scotland.
Fri 9 Sep First meeting of the new session, in uniform, at 7.45pm.
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 At the BB MasterTeam Final, Luton        Gold practice expedition

     Juniors at Competitions Day            Start of Year 7 expedition

 Fund-raising for Asthma UK        Cader Idris , BB Camp Remembrance, Yateley
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Practising in Wales
   DofE expeditions can take place in the months of
April to October, and 1st April saw our Silver group
setting off in the Amery minibus for their Practice
Expedition.  And it was definitely chilly.
   They arrived at their campsite in gathering dusk,
but soon tents were up, and after a brief exploration
of the campsite and a drink of hot chocolate, it was
time to turn in.
   No-one slept well that night.  The temperature
was well below zero, and the tents were covered in
frost in the morning.  But before long the group
were setting off in the minibus to start their walk.
   En route, however, a minor disaster struck - the
handbrake cable in the bus snapped!  And after the
group had “enjoyed” a climb of a couple of hours to
the top of Black Hill, another problem arrived - it
started to snow.  Mr A decided that everyone
should drop down to the valley, as snow was not
included in the group’s plans!
   Who were the group?  Ollie and Jacob, along with
Elise, Freya and Jessica, proved to be a resilient team,
and completed a challenging second day’s walking,
this time without weather interruption.
   And the best bit?  Undoubtedly the McDonalds in
the Service Area on the way home!


