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It’s life, Jim,
but not as we know it!

   These words, immortalised in
the “Star Trek” series, could well
be applied to 2nd Alton BB this
session!
   Thank you for your patience
during lockdown, and for your
participation in virtual activities,
#BBatHOME and our Company
Zoom meetings.  We hope you
enjoyed them, although the real
thing would have been much,
much better!

  Now that schools are returning,
BB is also becoming a little less
restricted.  However, the use of
indoor spaces, including the
church halls, is still heavily
regulated, with face coverings,
social distancing, sanitising and
safeguarding measures being
rigorously applied.
   We’re therefore running a
special AUTUMN PROGRAMME!
This will be held out-of-doors

during September and October,
and we can use some of the
activities that would normally take
place in June and July.
   “But wait,” I hear you say,

“there’s not enough daylight in
autumn evenings!”  Quite so.  And
as a result, we’re moving our
meetings to the weekend!
   You’ll find full details on the next
page - but we hope that you’ll be
delighted to be back at BB again.

   Here’s some good news for you!
We’ve decided that we won’t be
asking for any subscriptions until
after the October half-term.  That
means that all our activities
(except one) on the programme
on the next page are absolutely
free! So what’s not to like?
   You might even want to bring a
friend along - but please let the
Captain know beforehand, so that
he can speak to the boy’s parents,
to brief them about 2nd Alton BB
and our Covid-19 safeguarding
measures.

Special Offer - no
purchase necessary!

Battalion Events -
not for the time being

   The leaders of the Company and
Senior Sections of all seven
Companies in the Battalion met
recently by Zoom to discuss the
activities for the 2020-2021 session.
   The bad news is that we will be
unable to hold any Battalion events
before the end of the year.
Thinking caps are already on as we
consider which activities we’ll be
able to fit in between January and
July 2021, but we’re particularly
keen to have a Day of Action and
an Orienteering Competition
(which is pencilled in for Saturday
6th February in the Bourne
Woods).
   No doubt we’ll also be able to fit
in a Chess competition, and
hopefully also a Table Tennis
tournament - we’ll let you know as
soon as the programme is fixed.

Winter Venture -
what chance?

   Boys’ Brigade have decreed that
there should be no residential trips
before the end of the year.  And
there’s no certainty that they’ll be
permitted from the start of 2021.
   However, if allowed, and if
there’s support, we  be able
to organise a Winter venture for
1st to 3rd January . . . . .
   If not, then maybe, just maybe,
we can fit one in during the
February half-term?  We’ll have to
wait and see!



2nd Alton BB                                                                                                                  Update 75

Page 2

Dates for your diary
Because of the Covid19 restrictions, we’re moving all our activities to the weekend!

Sat 12 Sep Our FIRST meeting - a walk and barbecue!  We’ll set off from
Chawton Park Woods (Boyneswood Road car park, Four Marks) at
2pm, and finish at The Old School House, Amery Hill. Parents
are invited to join us there at 4.15pm.

Sat 19 Sep Games on The Butts Green, 2pm to 4pm.
Sat 26 Sep Treasure Hunt!  Meet 2pm behind the church, and finish around

3.30pm at the Public Gardens.
Sat 3 Oct Off-road bike ride.  Meet 2pm at Jubilee Fields car park, with

helmet, and bike in good working order.  Back in Alton between
4 and 5pm.

Sat 10 Oct Orienteering.  Meet 2pm at the forest entrance on Medstead Road,
Beech - it’s on the left-hand side about half-a-mile beyond the
village hall.  Finish at 3.30pm.

Sat 17 Oct Ten Pin Bowling.  We’ll be going to the Spectrum, Guildford, and
parents are welcome too.  (You’ll all have to pay for your games!)

Sat 24 Oct No meeting - Half-term holiday.

Enrolment Service?

Still in their wrapping paper . . . .
   The expedition equipment that we bought
using the generous grant from Hampshire
County Council, obtained through our
Councillor, Andrew Joy, hasn’t yet been used!
   We’re really looking forward
to the time when expeditions
can resume, and we can enjoy
the kit that’s presently in store.

   Our Annual Enrolment service has been written in
to the church calendar for a very long time.  The
chosen date is Sunday 18th October, but it looks very
likely that the service won’t be able to take place, as
distancing requirements mean that we couldn’t fit
everyone in.
   Furthermore, under current restrictions, we would
all have to wear masks, with no singing allowed.  So
we’ve reluctantly removed it from the list above.

2 x tents
2 x rucksacks
5 x compasses

DofE Roll of Honour
The following Awards have been
gained since we last reported:

Sophie Richards
Matthew Carruthers

  Hannah Roberts
  Esme Slater

 Charlotte Wells

Congratulations to one and all.
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   . . . since we first went into lockdown!
Our last Friday meeting was held on
13th  March, so we have had almost
half-a-year without getting together.
   Thank goodness for virtual link-ups,
whether by e-mail or by Zoom!  We
hope you appreciated the weekly
newsletter from the Captain, and
enjoyed some of the # at
activities that BB Headquarters have
been preparing.
   Some of you shared pictures of your
lockdown activities, and these were
really welcome.

Above ~ Ollie’s scones
Below ~ Tommy’s shelter.
But will it be waterproof?

Above ~
Crazy Golf,
Gibbs style!

Above ~ Jacob’s Tin Can light.

Right ~ Tommy’s Quiz answers.

Far Right ~ Josh’s shelter was
built indoors - wise lad!

Important information
   Keeping everyone safe during these uncertain times is a priority for us.  We’ve
worked with the church to prepare robust protocols for activities within the
building, and will observe government guidance when out-of-doors.
   It is ESSENTIAL that a fresh BB Annual Information Form is completed and
brought back to the FIRST meeting that you attend.  We need to have this in
place for “Track and Trace” purposes. Don’t forget to bring it with you!
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Some Covid-19 guidance
   It’s really important that we take precautions to prevent the spread of Coronavirus, and everyone in BB
can play their part.  Here are some useful tips - which you probably know already!

.  Respect everyone’s personal space, and keep a sensible distance apart.  If you’re
indoors, try to maintain a 2-metre separation if at all possible.

.  If possible, use your own pens, and certainly don’t offer your water bottle to
anyone else!

, and use it from time to time, especially after touching
things that others may have handled.

.  There is sanitiser provided at the
door, and there will also be sanitisers for use between any activities.

.  This isn’t guidance - at present it’s the law!
when you cough or sneeze - and dispose of tissues

into a waste bin as soon as you can.
 if they are delivering or collecting you.

, then tell your parents and don’t come
to BB.  (If this happens during a BB meeting, tell a leader at once!)

Band banned?
   Boys’ Brigade HQ has told us that we
mustn’t play any instruments that are
blown into.  So that locks our bugles
firmly in the cupboard.
   We would normally lead the Alton
Remembrance Day parade.  It’s not clear
whether it will be held this year, but if it
is, what should we do?
   Mr Burgess has suggested that we
should simply have a drum corps, which
sounds a good idea, but if so, we’ll need
some rehearsals pretty soon, and buglers
may even discover that they’re naturals
on the side drum . . . . ?
   We’ll let you know our plans just as
soon as we hear from the Town Council.

Ten years ago - September 2010

Saturday 12th June
was BB Sports Day -
but it was also the day
when 2nd Alton
regained the Battalion
Trophy from 1st Fleet.
Everyone helped in this
success, because ALL

the Battalion events
(including competitions
and Church Parades)
are included in the
grand total.

   So well done, one and
all!


