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Summer Camp -

   After waiting for what seemed
like forever - it was in fact about
20 minutes and four years! - the
1st Woodley Company arrived
at Amery Hill School and we set
off for our Summer Camp at
Butchers Coppice site on the
edge of Bournemouth.
   The week was good to us,
with fair weather throughout,
and we all took part in a load of
activities.  These ranged from
high ropes to welly throwing,
bubble ball to tomahawk
throwing, swimming in the sea
to laser quest and bowling . . . .

all in all a very full and fun-
packed week.
   But before any of those things
could happen, we had to put up
the tents so that we had
somewhere to sleep!
   In the morning, learning how
to put out our kit - Woodley
have it very organised - before
putting on uniforms for our own
Sunday morning service. There
wasn’t kit inspection every day,
and not every inspection was in
uniform, but everything that
could be scored, was, and
added up at the end of the week.

   We introduced some things to
Woodley as well, such as real
bugle calls rather than a
recording and, the MegaPeg . . .
the daily prize for the best tent.
   Tent 1 was victorious in all
competitions, a tent that Joshua
George and Thomas Gibbs
were part of.  Well done to them.
The staff also select a “best boy”
from the camp, and this was
Jacob Gibbs . . . again, well done.
   I’m sure that everyone
enjoyed the experience and
would like to go again next
summer . . . !
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Dates for your diary
   We really hope that our BB programme can get into full swing in the new
2021-2022 session!  You’ll find several of our old familiar activities in the programme
- and hopefully we’ll be able to introduce some new initiatives too.
   We are also back to our normal meeting times: on Fridays we be meeting once
again from 7.45 to 9.30pm, allowing more activities to be fitted in.  And band practice
on Wednesdays from 7 to 8pm will help us prepare for the upcoming church parade.

Fri 10 Sep First Parade Night of the year.  It starts at 7.45pm prompt, so
best be there by 7.40pm!

Sat 11 Sep Ride and Stride - the Historic Churches sponsored cycle ride.
Details are enclosed; meet in St Lawrence churchyard at 10am.

Wed 15 Sep Band practice, 7pm.
 Young Venturers and DofE expedition classes resume.
Fri 17 Sep Parade Night, 7.45pm.
Sat 18 Sep Battalion Cross-Country event, Woking .
Wed 22 Sep Band practice, 7pm.  YV and DofE.
Fri 24 Sep Parade Night, 7.45pm.
Wed 29 Sep Band practice, 7pm.  YV and DofE.
Fri 1 Oct Parade Night, 7.45pm.
Sat 2 Oct Battalion Five-a-side football at Madjeski Dome, Reading

Wed 6 Oct Band practice, 7pm.  YV and DofE.
Fri 8 Oct Parade Night, 7.45pm.
Wed 13 Oct Band practice, 7pm.  YV and DofE.
Fri 15 Oct Parade Night, 7.45pm.
Wed 20 Oct Band practice, 7pm.  YV and DofE.
Fri 22 Oct Parade Night, 7.45pm.
Sat 23 Oct We’ll try to organise a bike ride . . . .
Sun 24 Oct BB and GB Enrolment Service.  Meet 9.30am at The Butts;

Service in the church at 10am; parents warmly welcomed.
25 - 31 Oct No meetings - Half-term holiday.

Some forward dates
Sat 13 Nov Battalion Orienteering Challenge
Sun 14 Nov Remembrance Sunday
Sat 11 Dec Battalion Table Tennis tournament
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   After the enforced stop caused by the
Covid-19 lockdown, we were pleased to be
able to fit in all the missing Young Venturers
and DofE expeditions.
   The  managed to complete
their walk in the autumn of 2020, and the

 also successfully undertook
their expedition then, although they
weren’t allowed to camp.
   After a very long enforced break, the DofE

 expedition finally took place at the
start of the summer holidays, and the group
enjoyed camping at the small Scout
campsite near Bramdean.
   The  group, who had undertaken a
Practice in June on the Welsh borders,
completed their Assessed expedition in
Shropshire the following month.
   The  group managed to fit both
Practice and Assessed into a week in
Scotland.  It was a tough week, and they
didn’t have the best of weather!

Bronze group crossing Rotherfield Park

Silver group on the Welsh borders

Gold group descending from the Rhinns of Kells

Silver group in camp, Shropshire

Gold group starting from Bruce’s Stone
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Summer camp on the Isle of Wight

Ride and Stride
   It’s always the first event of the
new BB year - the cycle ride
around the local churches.
   Why do we do it?  Well, apart
from the fact that we enjoy it,
the main purpose is to raise
funds for the Hampshire and the
Islands Historic Churches Trust,
who help to maintain some of
our places of worship.  But
there’s a bonus - every pound
we raise is split 50/50 with our
BB Company.
   If you’d like to join us on the
ride, please fill in the card, and
bring it (and a packed lunch!)
with you to St Lawrence
churchyard on 11th September.

All change for our badges . . . !
   The present BB award scheme
has been around for fifteen years
or more, and a recent review
recommended a completely new
badge programme for Company
and Seniors.

   So we will soon learn about this
new programme - will it introduce
fresh topics to 2nd Alton?  And at
some point during the coming year
we will be changing over to the
new badges!


