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At long last . . .
 . . . we’re going on Summer Camp !

   Plans are now coming
together for a Summer Camp
in Dorset!  We’re teaming up
with the 1st Woodley
Company, who have booked a
site in Bournemouth for a
week in August, and we’re
looking forward to a great
holiday together.
   Some of you will have been at
our last summer camp in Wales,
way back in the summer of
2017, when we camped with
2nd Fleet Company.  For
various reasons it hasn’t been
possible to organise a camp in
the intervening years, so we’re

really looking forward to being
under canvas together once
again.  2021 will be a real
highlight!
   The site, Butcher’s Coppice,
has lots of on-site activities
available, and we will probably
try some of them most
mornings.  They include crate
stacking, zip wire, archery,
abseiling, trampolines, high
ropes, air hockey and even
tomahawk throwing and
bubbleball ! Who knows what
we’ll get up to?
   Afternoon outings will almost
certainly include a visit to

Tower Park, with its
waterslides, and possibly Laser
Quest too.  And with the sea
being close, we’ll undoubtedly
spend some time on the beach.
   The dates are 14th to 21st
August, and we hope that this
won’t clash with any family
holiday plans.  There’s a form
with this Update to reserve
your place.  It asks your parent
to say “Yes”, “Maybe” or “No”
. . . and one of these choices
must be appropriate for you!  A
£30 deposit is needed to
secure your place, and this
should be paid by 12th April.
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Dates for your diary
   Well, the schools have gone back, and Easter is fast approaching!  And BB have
given us a provisional earliest start date for face-to-face meetings of 12th April.
   So, as far as we are concerned, our planned start on Friday 23rd April is looking
good to go!  We aim to meet at 8pm, for an hour initially, and will be back in uniform
for the first time in over a year.  While we are indoors, face masks will be compulsory,
and we’ll issue everybody with a special BB pattern mask to be worn as part of the
new-look uniform!
   Our planned cycle ride for 10th April has had to be put back by a week, still in the
Easter holidays.  Band practice, games evenings and expedition training all remain
on hold for the moment, but we will start again just as soon as is appropriate.
   Here are the events that are currently being planned:

Sat 17 Apr 2nd Alton on-road Cycle Ride - can we find the well at Well?
Meet Anstey Park at 10am; bring packed lunch.

Fri 23 Apr First Parade Night of the year!  Starts at 8pm prompt.
Sat 24 Apr Orienteering event (afternoon).
Fri 30 Apr Parade Night, 8pm
Fri 7 May Parade Night, 8pm
Fri 14 May Parade Night, 8pm
Sat 15 May Battalion Six-a-side football, and hopefully Superstars and

Potted Sports at Court Moor School.
Fri 21 May Parade Night, 8pm
Sat 22 May Possible Battalion event at Reading
Fri 28 May Parade Night, 8pm
Fri 4 Jun No meeting - half-term holiday
Fri 11 Jun Summer programme begins!
Tue 22 Jun Battalion Table Tennis Competition at Court Moor School

Sat 10 Jul Battalion Sports Day at The Spectrum, Guildford.  This will
probably not follow the traditional Sports Day pattern, as the
details will be dependent on Covid restrictions.  Nevertheless,
the Battalion hopes that it will be a really special occasion for
everyone!

Fri 23 Jul We’re aiming to have a mini-display and Parents’ Evening!
14 - 21 Aug Our Summer Camp near Bournemouth, with 1st Woodley

Company.
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Easter puzzle

   The first task will be to catch up with the
expeditions that should have taken place last year!
The DofE Gold and Silver dates have been pencilled
in - we hope that their practice expeditions can
take place in late May and early June.
   So what about the others.  Well, Young Venturers
were able to fit in their expeditions during the
easing of lockdown, albeit without the experience
of camping.  So that just leaves the Bronze group -
   . . . and as soon as lockdown allows, we’ll get our
heads together - no, not literally! - to get a Bronze
date agreed.  And as you know, there isn’t a need
for a practice expedition, just an assessed one.  So
Churchill, Jacob and Ollie, along with Freya, Jessica
and Elise, can expect to meet up shortly.

   The earliest possible expedition date at present
is 29th - 30th May, but it is much more likely that it
will be later, probably 17th - 18th July or 24th -
25th July.  We’ll have to wait and see . . . . !

The last time we camped together on expedition !

Congratulations . .
   . . . to Jacob, who has recently
been awarded a DofE Bronze

“Certificate of Achievement” to
recognise that he has completed
three Sections of that Award -
Volunteering, Skills and Physical -
and is waiting for Covid
restrictions to ease so that he
can undertake his Expedition.
   He’s already enrolled for the
Silver Award.  Well done, Jacob!

   It seems strange to be
celebrating Easter for a second
time in lockdown.  We would
normally be looking at the events
of Holy Week during our Friday
devotions, but we haven’t been
meeting.  So this puzzle might
just get you reading your bible?
   The answers to this mini-
crossword are all connected with
the Easter Story.  You may be
able to remember (guess?) some
of them, but you can look up the
answers, all of which are taken
from Luke’s gospel - the chapter
and verse are given.  (We used
the Good News translation.)

   If you have the correct answers,
you should find that the shaded
boxes, reading downwards, give
you some very Good News!
   And on the subject of good
news - although not on the same
scale, obviously - there’s a prize
on offer!
   When you’ve completed the
puzzle, take a photo of your
solution, and e-mail it to Mr A at
oldschoolhouse@gmx.co.uk.
   All correct answers will be
rewarded with a creme egg,
delivered with love and care to
your home!  Now what’s not to
like about that?

International Link-up
   In an exciting development,
Boys of the 1st Guildford
Company enjoyed a virtual
meeting with their counterparts
in 23rd Singapore.  How did that
happen?  Well the current
Captain of 23rd Singapore
studied for a time at Surrey
University, and while he was
there, he helped as a leader at
1st Guildford.
   Might we in 2nd Alton try to
organise a similar link-up with
another Company overseas?
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Lots of trophies and certificates at the Battalion Day of Action !

Junior Section “Posh Coffee Morning”


