
ALTON METHODIST CHURCH COUNCIL 
Meeting Thursday 20 June 2017, 7.30 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 
 
1. Opening Devotions – led by Revd Chris Blake in the Chair.  The reading was from 

Romans 8 and Hymn 629 STF followed by a prayer. 
 
2. Apologies and welcome –   

Revd Chris Blake welcomed Diane Titterington to the meeting as the new Church Council 
Clerk. 

 
Present 
Shirley Arnott, Norma Barton, Revd Chris Blake, (Chair) Nancy Buck, Ken Evans, (Circuit 
Steward), Lin Fitch, Liz George, Jennie Marlow, Janet Meager, Diane Titterington (Clerk), 
Graham Titterington, Helen Wallace, Peter Wallace, John Wheeler  
 
Apologies: David Allan, Peter White, and Di Wright 

 
3. Acknowledgement of AOB - None 
 
4. Messages of greeting and sympathy   

It was agreed to write a card to David Kember and send a card to Di Wright. 
 
5. Minutes of last meeting  

The minutes of the last meeting Tuesday 21st February were accepted and signed by Revd 
Chris Blake. 

 
6. Matters arising from Minutes (not already on the agenda) - None 
 
7. Circuit matters 

Revd Chris Blake explained the circuit assessment process with particular emphasis on the 
complex way in which the money collected in from individual churches is used.  This was 
discussed with a view to the imminent budget report by the church Treasurer which 
included the amount AMC pays into the circuit.   

 
8. Stationing update 

Revd Chris Blake asked that we continue to pray for the safe arrival of new appointments.  
He noted that our manse is ready for Philip Simpkins.   
 
Q.  JW asked for an update on John Scrivens. 
A.  CB explained that the usual situation is that 1 year of recovery/recuperation time is 
given, but in John’s case because his recovery was still unknown last October, it will not be 
reviewed again until October 2017.  So, in effect he should receive at least 2 years 
recovery time.  

 
9. Wedding Authorised Persons Form 

It was proposed that Church Council nominate Philip Simpkins to become the Responsible 
Authorised Person for weddings at AMC.   
This was agreed unanimously by all present. 
The official document to action this will be signed by Graham Titterington and John 
Wheeler. 
 
It was proposed that Revd Chris Blake remain as the backup Additional Authorised Person 
for AMC. 
This was agreed unanimously by all present. 

10. Local Church Matters 



 

 Finance Committee 
At the last meeting Graham spoke of his increasing concerns about the long-term 
financial sustainability of the Church.  He reported that there had been very little 
improvement and the situation remains challenging.  The largest part of the funding 
now comes from donations and giving.  Graham reiterated that a quarter of the 
funding came from 6 generous donors adding that 14 donors account for half.  He 
reported that Finance Committee has made all the cuts and savings that they can 
without it significantly effecting worship.  In view of this, he noted any further actions 
would require the initiative and agreement of Church Council.  Graham was very 
clear that this problem needs to be addressed and the question asked, “How do we 
get back into a sustainable position.”    
 
Graham explained our annual expenditure and reported that he reduced the 
estimated expenses from £82,475 to £82,099.  Graham also increased the 
estimated income from £74,100 to £75,823.  Therefore, reducing the anticipated 
deficit from £8,000 to £6,000. 
 
He reported that our circuit assessment costs are by far the largest expense in our 
budget. He explained that this was calculated on the number of members and a 
damping factor which guards against radical shifts in the payments due. 
 
Nancy Buck suggested that having a new Minister may help increase membership.  
Revd Chris Blake agreed and noted the need to remain optimistic.  He also 
reminded us of the benefits of having a full time Minister. 
 
Janet Meager noted that the congregation rallied in a very short time to raise £6000 
for the tiles.   
 
Diane Titterington asked if the Circuit could consider some kind of cap, so that the 
assessment figure would leave sufficient funds for the church to pay its bills. Revd 
Chris Blake explained that there was a system that some circuits use of 
percentages, but a cap was something that would have to go across the circuit and 
to try and create a new system to ensure fairness. 
 
Norma Barton asked if we could promote more room hire. 
 
Graham explained that the problem with room hire was that the church uses the 
room most evenings when prospective renters would want it.  However, a new 
model railway group has hired the room for two months as a tester. He also added 
that the contact centre had given AMC a £1400 donation for the use of room and 
volunteers.   
 
Janet Meager asked about U3A.  Graham said they had been given a quote and did 
not pursue room hire. 
 
Revd Chris Blake proposed that Church Council accept the deficit Budget. 
 
It was agreed unanimously by everyone present. 
 
Revd Chris Blake thanked Graham and the committee for their hard work. 
 

 Property Committee 
Written report received.  Peter White sent his  
Apologies.  Revd Chris Blake thanked all those who do such valuable work behind 
the scenes. 

 



 Church Family Committee 
In David’s absence, Nancy Buck highlighted the main points from the minutes of the  
last Family Committee meeting.  She reported that there will be a table top sale on 
Harvest Weekend. 

 

 Church Family Visiting 
Verbal report received from Jennie Marlow.  Liz noted the pastoral work this group 
does and Jenny noted the success of the informal coffee morning meetings at a 
local venue. 

 

 Safeguarding Report 
Liz gave a verbal update.  She is organising two training sessions.  The first on 7th 
September is for those who have never done any safeguarding courses.  The 
second on 14th of September is a refresher session for those who have taken 
safeguarding training before.  She will put notice of these in the church newsletter 
and noted that it was open to anyone from the circuit who may wish to attend.  Revd 
Chris Blake reported that there is a circuit safeguarding meeting on 27th June and 
the information will be passed on. 

 

 Young Venturers. 
Helen spoke about the Young Venturers’ groups designed to prepare youngsters for 
Duke of Edinburgh awards.   
 
Helen reported that the group was very successful. There are two boys and two 
girls in Year 7, and six girls in Year 8, and they have spent half-an-hour in the 
church every week from January until Easter learning about map reading and 
navigation, first aid and safety, campcraft and cooking.  Both groups have had 
training walks in the local area, and are planning to undertake their unaccompanied 
expeditions in June and July.  The training has been undertaken by David Allan and 
Helen Wallace, with input from Hannah Vasey, a young DofE leader who has 
recently moved to Alton from Nottinghamshire. 
Helen asked and it was agreed by all that the awards would be handed out at an all 
age service. 
 

 Julian Prayer Groups  
Liz spoke about the Julian prayer group, which is long-standing within the life of the 
church.  Norma Barton reported that there are currently approximately 85 attendees.   

 

 Church AGM and new members 
A reminder that Church Council agreed to meet at 7:30 p.m. to enable people who 
work to attend. 
 

11. Church Anniversary –  
Liz reported that everything is on track and this year should be an excellent homespun 
Church Anniversary. 
 

12. GAP Matters   
Liz reported that her meeting with Andrew had been cancelled, but she has managed to 
arrange another for Monday.  She also reported that there is a vacancy for 2 people to join 
GAP Council.  Liz and Helen volunteered and Church Council agree this unanimously.  
 
Graham reported that there was a GAP funding meeting and Jonathan has left to work at 
Bentley, leaving Rachel as the only Alton Anna Chaplain. 
 
A GAP service to welcome the new Minister Philip Simpkins is likely to be arranged 
towards the end of September, possibly the 24th.  LG to agree with Philip Simpkins 

 



 
13. Any other business/ Anything else  

Janet Meager asked and got confirmation that Harvest Festival is 1st October. 
 
Revd Chris Blake reported on the following dates: 
 
6 August – 6:30pm Fleet – He will be presiding over the circuit event to say Bye to Dan and 
give thanks to others including Sharon.   
 
1 September – Friday, 7:30 p.m.  Service involving the District Chair to welcome Philip 
Simpkins into the circuit.  It would be nice if there were a good number of people from Alton 
there. 
 
3 September – Service here to welcome Philip.   

 
14. Date of next meeting – 19 October 2017, 22 February and 14 June 2018,  
 

reports to Diane Titterington by Tuesday 3rd October please! 
 
Meeting ended 8:55 p.m. 

 
15. Closing prayers 
 

 


