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Oops . . . . . !

Table Tennis Wet, wet, wet!
   Carol-singing in aid of “Action for
Children” has been a 2nd Alton
Christmas event for many years.
Last Christmas, we went out, and
got soaked, ending up in warm, dry
Wetherspoon’s where we were
able to collect quite a few pennies.
  This year, it was horribly wet
once again.  Four Boys turned up,
and we decided not to collect, but
rather to have our own Nativity
service, with appropriate carols.
  We learned that it takes several
days to walk from Nazareth to
Bethlehem, and probably there
was no donkey involved!

   The Battalion Table Tennis
Tournament took place last
month, and our team of three
travelled to Fleet to compete
against five other BB Companies.
  For Tommy, it was almost the
first time he had played the game,
and so there was no shame in
not winning a single match.
  For Jacob and Thomas, the
opposition was simply too good,
but they each won three games.
  Result?  Well, we came 6th out
of six - but that was better than
the two Companies who chose
not to take part!

   We were looking forward to
competing in the Battalion’s indoor
football in the Madjeski Dome in
Reading.  Unfortunately, we didn’t
quite get the time right, and arrived
to find the tournament over!
   No wonder Thomas, Jacob and
Joshua were checking their
watches!
   However, as the mistake was
made by the Staff ( - sorry! - ) 2nd
Alton were awarded entry points.

Interesting . . . .
   The Interests sessions on a Friday
night seem to be enjoyed by
everyone!
  Mr Janes has been leading the

 group, and they have
been making interesting things,
using the various tools that have
been on offer.  Perhaps the most
popular product was the wooden
gun that fires elastic bands . . . !
  Meanwhile, Mr Burgess’s
group have been progressing well,
and we hope that they will be
sufficiently proficient to lead us in
worship at the spring church parade
service.

Meeting times
Venturers  7.00 to 7.30pm
Navigators  6.30 to 7.00pm
Bronze DofE  7.30 to 8.15pm

Classroom time
For those who will be going on expedition
this year, the indoor training sessions will
begin on Wednesday 8th January.
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Dates for your diary

2 - 4 Jan Winter venture to the Brecon Beacons.
Wed 8 Jan Young Venturers and DofE expedition classes begin.
Fri 10 Jan First meeting of the session; 7.45pm. Bring your Christmas

stamp money and any unused stamps.
Sat 11 Jan Southern Navigators Orienteering.*
Fri 17 Jan Parade night, 7.45pm.
Sat 18 Jan Battalion Chess Tournament, Yateley – afternoon.
Fri 24 Jan Parade night, 7.45pm.
Sat 25 Jan Battalion Orienteering Contest in Alice Holt Forest – leave

the church at 9am. Test your skills against other BB boys!
Fri 31 Jan Parade night, 7.45pm.
Fri 7 Feb Parade night, 7.45pm.
Fri 14 Feb Parade night, 7.45pm.
Sat 15 Feb Southern Navigators Orienteering* – meet 9.15am at the church.

 –
Sat 22 Feb Cycle ride – meet 10am; bring packed lunch.
Fri 28 Feb Parade night, 7.45pm.
Fri 6 Mar Parade night, 7.45pm.
Sun 8 Mar BB/GB Parade, Alton – meet 9.30am at The Butts Green.

Parents invited to join us in the Service at the church, 10am.
Fri 13 Mar Parade night, 7.45pm.
Sat 14 Mar Southern Navigators Orienteering.*
Fri 20 Mar Parade night, 7.45pm.
Fri 27 Mar Parade night, 7.45pm.
Sat 28 Mar Day of Action! Please keep this date clear.
Fri 3 Apr Parade night, 7.45pm.

 –
17 - 19 Apr BB Camp at Tilford.
Fri 24 Apr Parade night, 7.45pm.
Sun 26 Apr Band leading Scouts’ St George’s Day parade.
Fri 1 May Parade night, 7.45pm.
Fri 8 May NO MEETING - VE-Day Anniversary Bank Holiday
Wed 13 May Display Dress Rehearsal, 7pm.
Fri 15 May Annual Display.
Fri 22 May Summer Programme begins.  Games on The Butts, 7.30pm.
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Camping for all !
  The weekend of 17th to 19th April
should already be written in large
letters in your diary, because this is
when 2nd Alton are going on Camp.
   Some of you would have been at
the Summer Camp in Wales in 2017,
and will remember the week spent
under canvas with some Boys from
2nd Fleet Company.  Well 2020 will
be different  -  it will be smaller and
shorter, and just for our own
Company.
  We’ve booked space in Heron’s
Wey, a Girlguiding campsite near
Tilford, which has lots of activities

available on-site.  The countryside
round about is good to explore  -  the

Bourne Woods are close by  -  and
there will no doubt be a chance to
visit some nearby places.  It might
even be possible to arrange a ride on
a narrow-gauge steam railway.
   We hope that you’ve already filled
in and returned your form, so that
our planning can begin.  It promises
to be a really great weekend - don’t
miss it!

   We decided to take part in Christmas Jumper
Day this year, and so everyone turned up in rather
unusual BB uniform on 13th December.  Anchors
and Juniors joined in too.
  Well, almost everyone wore a jumper - but Mr
Allan (bah! humbug!) chose instead to wear a pair
of suitably adorned socks!
  The evening raised £60 for Save the Children.
But why do we really choose to do this?  Well,
here’s what they say about what their work:

In 2018, the Save the Children movement operated in 118 countries
around the world, providing unique care and attention to each
child we encounter based on their specific needs. Whether that is
providing high calorie peanut paste to help children recover from
malnutrition, creating Safe Spaces for children impacted by war to
visit and express themselves, or working to reunite children like
Rizky (see picture alongside) who have been separated from their
families, we do all we can to support them.

Rizky meets his father after two weeks
on his own.



2nd Alton BB                                                                                                                  Update 73

Page 4

Remembrance
   Once again, our BB band led the Alton parade
to the Cairn for the annual Remembrance
ceremony.  This year, there was an unexpected
flypast by a Chinook helicopter from RAF
Odiham to mark the end of the two-minutes’
silence.
   Then in the afternoon, they travelled to
Yateley, to attend that town’s service in the
Catholic Church before leading the parade to
the memorial half-a-mile away.  While there,
Andrew felt faint.  Who was going to play bass
drum for the march back?  Well, just by chance,
Mr Allan was on hand, and the day was saved . .

Reputation restored !
   2nd Alton has had mixed
fortunes in the BB National Ten-
Pin Bowling Championships,
which attract entries from across
England and Wales.  Sometimes
we’ve reached the semi-finals
but most times we’ve been
unsuccessful in getting beyond
the league rounds.  Indeed last
year we had the ignominy of
bringing home the wooden
skittle as the lowest scoring team!
   So this year, travelling to
Dunstable, our team knew that
they could only improve!  And
with high hopes, they found

themselves in The Alley
competition - and, guess what,
they proceeded through the
league stage, into the knock-out
competition, and into the semi
finals.  But there their hopes
were dashed.        Well, there
was still a third place to play for

-  but it was not to be.
   But wait a bit . . . . there’s a
fourth place trophy too!  So well
done, Andrew, Churchill and
Joshua!

Above:     Receiving the 4th
Place trophy from the West
Anglia Battalion Organiser.
Below:   The smiling team!

The band leading the Yateley parade to the War Memorial

Orienteering Challenge
   Don’t miss the
Battalion Orienteering
Championships which
take place on Saturday
25th January in Alice
Holt Forest.
   A team consists of
just three competitors,
so we’re hoping for a
good result!

The bike ride that wasn’t . . .
   It had been advertised for weeks.  “2nd
November - Cycle Ride - details to be
confirmed” it said.  However, the weather
had other plans . . .
   The Met Office had issued an Amber
warning for heavy rain, and the decision
was taken to call off the ride.  Just as well,
because it simply tipped it down all day.
   Hopefully there will be another
opportunity to get awheel together soon.


