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   A huge “Thank You” to our
intrepid delivery team for helping
to make this year’s Christmas Post
such a success!  Without your hard
work it wouldn’t have happened.

   We had feared that the
Christmas Post might not be able
to operate this year due to the
Covid-19 restrictions, but some
quick rethinking enabled this
much-valued service to be offered
once again.  And you, our older
Boys (and leaders!), agreed once
again to help to deliver the cards
entrusted to us to the various
addresses throughout the town.
   But how do we know that the
service is “much valued”?  Well,

thanks to you all, we have
delivered nearly 1100 cards in
Alton and Holybourne, bringing in
over £300 for Company funds.
But many of those who used our
postal service also made donations,
some small and some extremely
generous, amounting to over £250.
   What this tells us is that, not only
is the Post valued, but so too is the
week-by-week work of our BB
Company.
   And that really is reassuring.

The mail must get through!

Left:  The scene in the Sorting Office (aka Mr A’s dining room).
Below:  Cards bagged up and ready to be distributed

to the waiting delivery team.

Meeting through the lockdown
   It was good to be able to meet up virtually, on Zoom,
during the most recent lockdown, and to enjoy catching
up with one another.  Mr Bridson’s Christmas-based
Bible Quiz seemed quite straightforward, until the
question about Simeon and Anna!  Check it out at Luke
Chapter 2, verses 22 to 40.

#BBatHOME
   Have you been finding the material provided by
BB Headquarters useful?  We’ve been sending you
activities from time to time, but there’s plenty more
on offer.  Interested?  Then go to
https://boys-brigade.org.uk/bbathome/activity-
packs/
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Dates for your diary
   Well, where to begin?  Who knows what the virus situation will be in 2021?  Things
are looking more hopeful with the vaccine rollout, but we’re certainly not “out of the
woods” yet.
   So, in 2nd Alton BB, we have decided to set up a programme of meetings and
activities which we  will be possible.  The idea is that we will plan to meet, but
we  have to cancel if the Covid-19 virus gets too active.
   Our Friday evening meetings will be indoors; it will be good to be back in uniform
once again, but we will have to wear face masks, at least for the first few weeks.
The meetings will be in the church hall as usual, but they will start later than normal;
that’s so that Anchors and Juniors can be run one after the other rather than at the
same time.  So we will begin with Fall-In at 8pm prompt, and will dismiss at 9pm.
   Our first meeting will be on Friday 8th January and we are planning to meet
every Friday during term time until the Easter break at the end of March.
   We are very aware that the Band hasn’t played for ten months, and so we are keen
to start again just as soon as it is safe to do so.  We’ll let you know whenever we
have any firm information.
   The same goes for our expeditions.  We would normally start our indoor training
on Wednesday evenings from the start of January, and we’re really keen to get going
once again.  But for now, there’s still no firm date for us meeting up.

   So here’s how it’s looking at the moment:

Fri 8 Jan First Parade Night of the New Year, 8pm.  Then meeting at the
same time every Friday until Easter, with no Friday meeting
during the February Half-Term holiday.  (Subs of £1.50 apply!)

Sat 16 Jan The Battalion Chess competition has been postponed; we’ll
give you a revised date as soon as it’s been agreed.

Sat 6 Feb Battalion Orienteering, morning.  This will depend on a permit
being received from Forestry England; at present they’re not
allowing events on their land.

Sat 20 Feb On-road cycle ride - can we find the well at Well?  Meet Anstey
Park at 10am; bring packed lunch.

Sat 6 Mar The Battalion “Building your Skills” course at Fleet - this is a
must for those in CS Year 4 (School year 10) if they are to
gain their President’s Badge, the BB’s second-highest award.

Sat 27 Mar The Battalion Day of Action, back at Court Moor School, Fleet
this year. Keep this date clear, please - we need everyone’s
help on this important challenge
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 A Christmas puzzle
   Solve the six simple clues, all connected with the Christmas
story, and you should find another word from the story, reading
downwards from the arrow.

1) There was none at the Inn

2) The centre of attraction that day

3) Heavenly messenger

4) Imagine!  But no I, or n, or e

5) Royal person at the time

6) Celestial object

The pond on Shortheath Common at dusk

   It was great when the restrictions were eased after the
November lockdown, because organised outdoor sport
could once again take place.  So a BB orienteering
contest was now possible, and it took place on the
afternoon of Saturday 12th December.  Five Boys rose
to the challenge of finding the ten controls (hidden
markers) which Mr Allan had set out previously.
   Jacob was the overall winner, finding all the controls in
just 48 minutes.  Next was Thomas in 50 minutes -
we’re sure that he couldn’t have simply been shadowing
his brother, could he?  Tommy found nine controls,
while Ollie and Josh were able to locate eight.
   But winter days are short, and Mr Allan was bringing
in the controls in the gathering dusk, as the photo shows!
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Above and Right: Leading the Town
Remembrance Day parade.

Below:  Charlie and Michael serving at the BB
Junior Section stall at the Church Christmas Fair.

 Winter  Venture  in  Wales


