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Dear Friends, 

 On a Sunday evening I would o�en telephone my old dad, or he 

would ring me for a catch up on the week and we would discuss life on the 

farm, news from the village, members of the family, what was being planted 

in the garden, who had just won on ‘Eggheads’ (never ring him during Egg-

heads!) and a report on the sermon he had heard this week. 

I did venture to ask him a couple of months ago what he was going to watch 

on television that evening, and he said ‘nothing’ – ‘I am about to read from 

the Word’ (bible). When he suggested that he was reading through Isaiah I 

discovered that he could no longer read from the New Testament as ‘all the 

pages had fell out!’ I wanted to ask him if he was ‘cramming for his finals’ 

but even I felt that might be a li,le insensi-ve – although he would have 

taken it in good fun! 

As many of you know my Father died on Christmas Day and one of my abid-

ing memories will be of finding him reading his bible early in the morning 

with a marmalade sandwich or last thing at night – such was his love of 

scripture and depth of his rela-onship with God. 

Moving from a humble Methodist to the heights of Pope Francis I discover 

that despite a difference in churchmanship they had much in common. 

The Prologue for a new Youth Bible published 2015 wri�en by the Pope 

reads: 
1 

My dear young friends: 

If you could see my Bible, you would not be par!cularly impressed. What—

that’s the Pope’s Bible? Such an old, worn-out book! 

You could buy me a new one, but I would not want it. I love my old Bible, 

which has accompanied me half my life. 

It has been with me in my !mes of joy and !mes of tears. It is my most pre-

cious treasure. I live out of it, and I wouldn’t give anything in the world for it. 
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You have something divine in your hands: a book like fire! A book through 

which God speaks. So, take note, the Bible is not meant to be placed on a 

shelf, but to be in your hands, to read o/en—every day, both on your own 

and together with others. 

You do sports together or go shopping together. Why not read the Bible to-

gether as well—two, three, or four of you? In nature, in the woods, on the 

beach, at night in the glow of a few candles … you will have a great experi-

ence! 

Read with a3en!on! Do not stay on the surface as if reading a comic book! 

Never just skim the Word of God! Ask yourself: “What does this say to my 

heart? Does God speak through these words to me? Has he touched me in 

the depths of my longing? What should I do?”  

Only in this way can the force of the Word of God unfold. Only in this way 

can it change our lives, making them great and beau!ful. 

I want to tell you how I read my old Bible. O/en, I read a li3le and then put it 

away and contemplate the Lord. Not that I see the Lord, but he looks at me. 

He’s there. I let myself look at him. And I feel—this is not sen!mentality—I 

feel deeply the things that the Lord tells me.  

Some!mes he does not speak. I then feel nothing, only emp!ness, emp!-

ness, emp!ness…. But I remain pa!ently, and so I wait, reading and praying.  

I pray si;ng, because it hurts me to kneel. Some!mes I even fall asleep 

while praying. But it does not ma3er. I’m like a son with the father, and that 

is what’s important. 

Wow! I never realised my old dad and the Pope had so much in common! 

How good to reflect on ‘The Word’ from whatever theological perspec-ve.       

   Every blessing,  

      Philip 

Alton Methodist Church is in a covenant partnership with 

the Parish of the Resurrec-on in the Greater Alton project. 
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Mercy Ships 

We are seeking to learn about and support a Chris-an Charity this year 

within the Church, with the focus being on Mercy Ships. 

Someone asked me in the coffee morning a month or so ago what Mercy 

Ships was, perhaps having no-ced that the money raised through the 

Christmas Cards on sale in the church was going to this worthy cause. So, if 

you are asking that ques-on too – here is the official answer: 

Mercy Ships is a global Chris!an charity that follows the 2,000-year-old 

model of Jesus to bring hope and healing to those suffering from disabil-

ity, disfigurement, and disease. They deploy hospital ships and partner 

with African na!ons to transform surgical systems and provide free sur-

gery to those most in need. They believe every person is valuable. 

On Sunday February 27
th

 we hope to welcome Sue Ellio� who has vol-

unteered on Mercy Ships in the past to join with us in our mornings 

service and share something of her experiences. 

We also aim to con-nue to raise funds to support this invaluable work. 
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GAP Songs of Praise 

Sunday 6
th

 February at 10:30am at St Lawrence Church 

We are joining together as a congrega-on with our fellow Chris-ans 

in the Parish of the Resurrec-on for a much an-cipated ‘Songs of 

Praise’ service. 

Hymns and songs have been chosen by members of both congrega-

-ons and will be an opportunity not only for fellowship but also to 

celebrate and recognise all that we do together in the Greater Alton 

Project. 

Please note there will be no service at the Methodist Church on that 

Sunday – please do join us at St Lawrence Church. 

 

Anna Chaplaincy 

We were delighted to receive several applica-ons for the post of An-

na Chaplain following our recent adver-sement for the post.  

Applicants were shortlisted and three selected for interview on Janu-

ary 26
th

. 

We may be in a posi-on to announce the outcome of the interview 

process very shortly and look forward to working alongside and learn-

ing from the new appointee. 

At the GAP service ‘Songs of Praise’ we aim to offer the opportunity 

for people to donate towards this work. The post is dependent on 

our fundraising – so let’s respond as generously as we can. 

Thank you. 
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The next mee7ng of Messy 

Church will be held on  

Saturday 5
th

 February 

10 - 12 

The theme will focus on the story 

of Noah and the Ark. 

Please do con-nue to encourage     

              children and their parents to come along. 

 

Caring for Crea7on 

Study Course 

Monday Evenings at 7.30pm on Zoom 

It has been a pleasure to meet with around 10-12 people to share in this 

thought provoking ‘York Course’ on ‘Caring for Crea-on. We have listened to 

the experts discuss environmental issues and together as a group wrestled 

with our responsibility to be good stewards of crea-on. 

We have looked at ‘The Environment’ (session 1), Global Warming and Cli-

mate Change (Session 2) and ‘The Age of Humans’ (Session 3). 

The final two sessions will be held on Monday 7
th

 and 14
th

 February.  

Did you know: 

The once familiar voice of the Cuckoo is now disappearing from the Bri!sh 

Countryside, and the silence is a stark reminder of our diminishing natural 

world. Loss of natural habitat and scarcer insect food are likely to have 

played a part, but Cuckoos are now facing increasing problems migra!ng to 

Africa.
2 

 

  2 
York Courses ‘Caring for Crea-on’ p13 
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Lent Course 2022 

‘Serving the King – Serving the Community’ 

We are invited as Chris-ans in Alton to meet together during the season of 

Lent to share in a -me of teaching and discussion.  It will have Biblical input, 

-me for conversa-on and ques-ons, presenta-on from local community 

groups and prayer. 

We aim to look at Jesus, the Servant King and what it means to serve our 

community in prac-cal ways.  

This year our five-week course will be held at ‘The Alton Mal7ngs’ (Tyndale 

Auditorium) and led by leaders and lay members from our different church-

es. 

The course will conclude on Maundy Thursday and include Holy Commun-

ion. There will then be an opportunity for us to meet together on Good Fri-

day for shared worship at the Parish of the Resurrec-on. 

Lent Course Dates for your diary are as follows: 

Thursday March 17
th

 at 7.30pm 

Thursday March 24
th

 at 7.30pm 

Thursday March 31
st

 at 7.30pm 

Thursday April 7
th

 at 7.30pm  

Thursday April 14
th

 at 7.30pm (Maundy Thursday) 

Good Friday – United Service. 

We look forward to joining together as a sign of our unity and purpose as 

Chris-ans in Alton. 
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Circuit News 

We are delighted to be informed that a Proba-onary Minister has been in-

vited to visit and is intended to be sta-oned to the Hants Surrey Border 

Methodist Circuit from September 2022 with pastoral charge of Aldershot 

and North Camp (Philip is at present covering Aldershot following Rev Chris 

Blakes re-rement last year.) 

The visit will have taken place on Saturday 29
th

 January, and we hope to be 

able to bring further news on the appointment when all has been con-

firmed. 

 

Candida7ng for the Ministry 

Please con-nue to remember Liam Sheridan and Julie Clark in your 

thoughts and prayers as they journey through the long process of candi-

da-ng for the Methodist Ministry.  

They have both completed their placements, por7olio work and will have 

a,ended their District Interview by the end of January. 

Following this, the final interview stage is at Connexional Level in March/

April when they and we will begin to know the outcome. 

We pray God’s blessing on them both as individuals, their families and those 

discerning the path ahead within the wider church. 

 

Congratula7ons! 

Two ladies have a big birthday this month:- 

Gill Holmes (25th February) and  

Olive Wheeler (23rd February)  

It’s hard to believe!  We wish them every blessing.   
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Stay and Play 

At Alton Methodist Church                                    
Wednesdays  

10am to 11:30am 

Adults with Children 0-4yrs 

 

It has been lovely to welcome back adults and children a�er the Christmas 

break and also to welcome new families to the group. 

Stay and Play is a friendly group where you can enjoy a coffee and chat with 

others and play with your children. 

Any enquiries please contact Angela (01420 83167) for further informa-on. 

 

Our prayers are with Delia Thomas as Graham had a fall re-

cently and she is caring for him.   

We remember our friends in care homes especially when 

there has been a problem with visi-ng due to Covid re-

stric-ons. 

 

Ladies @ Wetherspoons 

We meet again for a cosy chat from 10am on the last Thursday of the 

month, 24th  February. 
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CAMEO News 

 

Watching the highly entertaining “Calendar Girls” on our excellent new 

screen certainly cheered up a gloomy January a�ernoon. Thank you to Philip 

and Angela for sePng it up - we really enjoyed it. 

We’re delighted that David Allan will be the speaker for our next mee-ng at 

2pm on Saturday 19th February. The -tle of his talk is “David’s Stamping 

Ground.” How intriguing! 

Judy & Janet 

 

Lighthouse 

Our Lighthouse group for children meets on the 2nd and 4th 

Sundays of each month during the morning service. 

In February we will meet on Sunday 12th and Sunday 26th. 

New children are always welcome to join us and if you are able 

to let us know beforehand that will help us to plan the session. 

Nancy Buck 

 

May Market  - Advance No-ce 

We are planning to hold this Spring fundraising event on Saturday 14
th

 May, 

10am to 12 noon.  

There will be a plant stall, so if you are a keen gardener and grow your own 

plants from seed, perhaps you could grow a few extra for us to sell. 

There will also be a book stall once again – by popular request! 

Nancy Buck 
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2
nd

 Alton Company  

 

 

Company Sec7on 

We began mee-ng again a�er the Christmas break with our programme 

focused on preparing for the upcoming "Day of Ac-on" – the annual BB 

Ba,alion event which sees our boys compe-ng against those of the other 

local companies in a series of challenges throughout the day. 

• We will enter two of the Drill events, so the boys have been rehears-

ing the necessary marching elements for these each week. 

• There is also a Scripture Quiz on the day, we have begun studying the 

chosen extract from Mark's Gospel. 

• For the First Aid compe--on, Glenda Bentley has kindly stayed behind 

a�er running her Anchor Boy session to assist the Company boys in 

brushing up their knowledge and skills in this area. 
 

Some events do not really require prepara-on ahead of -me; we will be re-

lying on the boys' exis-ng talent to excel in the 5-a-side football compe--on 

for example. 

With pandemic restric-ons being eased, the Day of Ac-on should go ahead 

on Saturday 12
th

 February and we are looking forward to it. It will be fantas-

-c to have the opportunity it meet up with the boys and leaders of the oth-

er BB companies again. 

Lt. Rolfe Bridson 
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2nd Alton Company News 

 

 

 

 

It was good to be able to start the new year without further restric-ons – unlike 

early 2021! 

A,endance has been good in the n:ves-gate sec-on with only the occasional ab-

sence owing to COVID isola-on of girl or parents or begin-

ning of term exhaus-on in the youngest member. Jess con-

-nues to be a great help – she has been assis-ng us as the 

service element towards her DofE silver award. 

We have been thinking about ‘Our Family’ – who they are, 

what they do and (coming up) how we can help at home. 

We’ve had fun with games, cra� and learning a new song. 

Some cra� ac-vi-es work out be,er than others – too fid-

dly, won’t s-ck, etc. I think this fireman was one of the 

more successful efforts! 

 Nancy Buck (n:ves-gate leader) 

 

 

Jo and Stuart Hunter would like to thank the 

church for the rose plant Judy Nicholls delivered 

to them on the occasion of their 80
th

 birthdays. 

Jo would also like to thank the 2
nd

 Alton Company 

of the Girls’ Brigade for the bouquet of flowers 

presented to her at the last mee-ng before 

Christmas. 
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Aid to Romania 

Norma Duke will be sending a consignment of nurses’ uniforms and incon--

nence equipment by courier this month. She plans to visit herself at the end 

of March. 

A Place for All 

Come, sinners, to the gospel feast, 

let every soul be Jesu’s guest; 

you need not one be le� behind, 

for God has called all humankind. 

 

Sent by my Lord, on you I call, 

the invita-on is to all; 

come, all the world and witness how 

all things in Christ are ready now. 

 

This is the -me; no more delay! 

This is the Lord’s accepted day; 

Come in, this moment, at his call, 

and live for him who died for all. 

Charles Wesley 

 

Singing the Faith 401 verses 1,2, and 6 

© Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes 
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A prayer for Tonga 

The President and Vice President have expressed their concern 
over the situation in Tonga caused by a volcanic eruption on Sat-
urday and subsequent tsunami. They ask the Methodist people 
to pray for those affected. 

Loving God, we stand in awe at the power of creation seen in vol-
cano and tsunami, recognising the smallness and weakness of our 
own existence. Yet you tell us that each person is special and im-
portant to you, and in that confidence we hold before you the peo-
ple of Tonga as they deal with the aftermath of the volcanic erup-
tion. 

We are still waiting for details, but you know the feelings and 
needs of each person there, and we pray that you would grant calm 
and courage to those directly involved, and the strengthening of 
bonds as people support each other. Especially we ask for wisdom 
for national and community leaders as they look for a way ahead, 
and for religious leaders, including President Finau Ahio and minis-
ters of our Methodist Partner, The Free Wesleyan Church of Ton-
ga, as they try to offer spiritual and emotional support. 

We pray also for the peace of your presence for all those around 
the world waiting for news of family and friends, wanting to believe 
that the reports so far of little damage and no loss of life are true, 
but fearful of different news when the situation becomes clear. 

We give thanks for the moves within the Pacific and the wider in-
ternational community to provide support for Tonga, and pray that 
there will soon be opportunity to allow appropriate relief to be 
channelled quickly, especially the provision of clean drinking water. 
And although now everything is dismal and grey from volcanic ash, 
may the people of Tonga be able to hold on to the hope of the re-
turn of colour and joy to their land. 

 Sheila Norris - Acting Partnership Co-ordinator for Asia-Pacific 
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Reflecting on the life of Archbishop Desmond Tutu 

Church leaders have reacted to the news of the death of Archbish-
op Desmond Tutu: 

 

 

 

"As the late Archbishop said: 

'There comes a point where we need to stop just pulling people out 
of the river. We need to go upstream and find out why they’re fall-
ing in.'" 

 

These articles and much more may be found at www.methodist.org.uk 

The Revd Sonia Hicks, Presi-
dent of the Methodist Con-
ference, said: 

"As a Black Christian, I grew 
up aware that the late Arch-
bishop Desmond Tutu did not 
not allow the presuppositions 
of other people to define his 
own self-identity and self-
worth, even under apartheid.  

That awareness fuelled my 
desire for a more just and in-
clusive world for all. I pray for 
those mourning his loss today 
and hope that his work for jus-
tice in South Africa and the 
world over continues to burn 
bright. 

16 

 

If you’d like a liH to this concert, please contact Norma Duke. 
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Eco Corner 

Waste 

Eco Corner has reported many things being done by Engineers and Scien-

-sts to tackle global warming, but what can we do as individuals? 

The biggest threats to the future of our planet probably are a combina-on 

of over popula-on and over consump-on. It is a fact that we have become 

a wasteful society. 

Those old enough to have experienced World War 2 will remember ra-on-

ing and 'make do and mend'. Together, these addressed the issue of over-

consump-on. Today we talk more about repair, re-use, and recycle rather 

than throw away but it is the same thing.  

Go to a large country house open to the public and 

you will see carpets a century old or more. You may 

even be allowed to walk on them. They were made 

of wool, a natural fibre which wears very well and is 

rela-vely easy to keep clean. They were also 

pa,erned, helping to disguise small spots and stains. 

Today, the majority of new carpets are plain, light 

colours such as beige and grey, easily showing marks, 

and shops tell us that they are a throw away item and should all be changed 

if we move house or every five years. At least we could consider hiring a 

machine to clean them. Talking of house moves, is it really necessary to in-

stall a new bathroom and kitchen in every house we move to? 

Would it be such a sacrifice if we went back to buying high quality items, 

built to last and looking a�er them carefully? Our parents and grandparents 

did that. They bought things adver-sed as las-ng for a life-me. My mother 

kept her Hoover  vacuum cleaner for 25 years and it was s-ll serviceable. 

Do we really have to chase fashion or the latest phone or computer? 

We should remember that the most powerful word in adver-sing is 'NEW'. 

That is designed to make us feel that our old equipment must be replaced 

well before it fails. 

Remember - Repair, Re-use, Recycle. 

Nigel Hughes 
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Dates for your Diary 

Please look at ar-cles in the Newsle,er giving more informa-on. 

The March issue of the Newsle,er should be available from Sunday 27th 

February. 

FEBRUARY   

Tues 1 2.30pm Church House Group 

Sat 5 10.00-12.00 Messy Church 

Sun 6 10.30am GAP Songs of Praise at St Lawrence 

Mon 14 10.00am Finance Commi,ee mee-ng 

Sat 19 2.00pm CAMEO 

 2.00-4.00 Cra/ Swap at St Lawrence Parish Centre 

Thurs 24 10.00 onwards Ladies @ Wetherspoons 

Sun 27 10.00 Sue Elliot to talk about Mercy Ships dur-

ing service 

MARCH   

Sat 5 10.00-12.00 Messy Church 

Thurs 17 7.30pm Lent Course (1) at Alton Mal!ngs 

Mon 7 7.30pm Caring for Crea-on (5) 

 7.45pm Family Commi,ee mee-ng 

Tues 15 2.30pm Church House Group 

Tues 8 12.30pm Lunch Club 
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Services at Alton in February 2022           

 

 

CONTACT US 

Church Office: Email altonmethodist@hotmail.com    (Tel 01420 82695 )     

The church office is not usually staffed. Emails will be picked up and 

passed on to the relevant person, but answerphone messages may be 

overlooked.  

For pastoral ma�ers, please phone or email Rev Philip Simpkins.  

Tel: 01420 83167  Email: philip.simpkins@methodist.org.uk 

For administra7ve ma�ers, including bookings, please contact Mrs Liz 

George via the church email address (above) or Tel 01420 561543     

Items for inclusion in the  March issue of the “Newsle�er” should reach 

the editor, Nancy Buck, by noon Sunday 20th February at the latest, 

please.  

If you are able to email your contribu-on to the office (or to Nancy) it 

would be much appreciated. 

Sunday 6th 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  10.30am GAP ‘Songs of Praise’ at St Lawrence Church 

Sunday 13th 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   10.00am Pam Jones 

Sunday 20th 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  10.00am   Liz George 

Sunday 27th   8th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  10.00am Rev Philip Simpkins - Holy Communion 

Sue Ellio3 to talk about Mercy Ships 


