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Dear Friends, 

During late summer and early autumn, we have witnessed the harvest being 

safely gathered in. The sight of combine harvesters cu�ng the corn, tractors 

and trailers collec�ng the grain and soon to follow the rotavator and plough 

turning over the soil in prepara�on for next year’s crop could all be seen 

from the Manse window. 

 

The Harvest Fes�val is an important oppor-

tunity for people of faith to come together 

and simply thank God for the abundance of 

good things we enjoy in this rich and pros-

perous land. 

 

The hymn wri(en by Doreen Newport also invites us to look around at all of 

God’s crea�on and to spend �me in praise and thanksgiving. 

Think of a world without any flowers, 

Think of a wood without any trees, 

Think of a sky without any sunshine, 

Think of the air without any breeze. 

We thank you, Lord, for flowers and trees 

and sunshine. 

We thank you, Lord, and praise your holy 

name. 

I love the way it then leads us from God’s crea�vity to our own God given 

gi-s which add beauty and colour to life. 

Think of a world without any poetry, 

Think of a book without any words, 

Think of a song without any music, 

Think of a hymn without any verses. 
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We thank you, Lord for poetry and music; 

We thank you, Lord, and praise your holy name. 

As I write four ‘ordinary’ people have just returned from space following a 

maiden and rather expensive journey! How amazing that the world of sci-

ence keeps pushing the boundaries and achieving new things whilst also 

overcoming challenges. Where would we also be without those who have 

worked �relessly to produce vaccines during the pandemic? 

Think of a world without any science, 

Think of journey with nothing to explore, 

Think of a quest without any mystery, 

Nothing to seek and nothing le- in store. 

We thank you, Lord, for miracles of science. 

We thank you, Lord, and praise your holy name. 

And over the last year or so we have all realised just how isola�ng life can 

be without the friendship and companionship of others sharing a cup of tea 

or a meal together. As restric�ons ease, we have so much to be grateful for. 

Think of a world without any people, 

Think of a street with on-one living there, 

Think of a town without any houses, 

No one to love and nobody to care. 

We thank you, Lord, for families and friend-

ships. We thank you, Lord, and praise your 

holy name. 
 

Let us take �me to offer our thanksgiving to God for all his good gi-s around 

us and con�nue to be an apprecia�ve people. 

Every blessing 

Philip 
Alton Methodist Church is in a covenant partnership with 

the Parish of the Resurrec�on in the Greater Alton project. 
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Order Your Christmas Cards Now! 

As last year Christmas Cards can be bought in packs of 10 cards from Debby 

Bridger (01420-86910) or debby_bridger@yahoo.co.uk. There are two de-

signs, and the cost is £2.25 per pack of 10 cards. The message inside says:  

‘Wishing you a peaceful and blessed Christmas’   

(The above is a scanned copy only!) 

Thank you, Debby! 

Church Council 

The next Church Council mee�ng is to be held on 21
st

 October at 7.30pm in 

Church. Whilst council members are responsible for vo�ng, everyone is wel-

come. 

Candidate for the Ministry 

We are delighted to say that Liam Sheridan is candida�ng for the Methodist 

Ministry. This will involve crea�ng a porJolio of work and successfully over-

coming several interviews in addi�on to trial services. Please pray for Liam 

and Rachel as they seek to discover if this is God’s way ahead for them at 

this �me. 
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Messy Church is back! 

The next Messy Church is the first Saturday of 

the Month as from October 2
nd

 between 10-

12noon. 

This will include games, bible story, cra-s and 

refreshments for children accompanied by their 

parents/carers. 

The theme for October will be ‘A Celebra%on of Crea%on’ with lots of op-

portuni�es to be crea�ve! If you would like to help on the day or in prepara-

�on of cra- materials beforehand, please contact Philip & Angela. 

 

House-Group on Zoom – coming soon! 

Caring for Crea%on 

A five-week group discussion using material wri(en by Brian David of York 

Courses on the topic of ‘Caring for Crea�on.’ 

Session 1 - The Environment 

Session 2 – Global Warming and Climate Change 

Session 3 – The Age of Humans 

Session 4 – Coming Out of Denial & Facing Crisis 

Session 5 – Faith, Hope and Love 

The course will be run by Philip on Zoom and will include an audio presenta-

�on of about 10-15mins, Material to reflect on together (course booklets 

will be purchased) and discussion for everyone to par�cipate in as you wish. 

If you would like to join the group on a Monday evening during October and 

November at 7.30pm- 8.30pm ish, please let Philip know.  
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Congratula%ons! 

Les Dane will be 90 years old on 26th October. 

Deborah and Chris McCallum are new grandparents. Their daughter Sophie 

has a baby girl, Bonnie. 

 

McMillan Coffee Morning 

Come and support this worthy cause and enjoy some 

cake and coffee and company.  This will be held on Friday 1
st

 October at 

church 10am-12. 

Ladies @ Wetherspoons 

Pop in from 10am for a coffee and chat on Thursday 28
th

 October. 

Jennie Marlow 

Candles of Remembrance 

Alton Methodist Church 

Sunday October 31
st

 at 4pm 

A reflec�ve service of suitable 

hymns, prayers, and poems along 

with the ligh�ng of a candle in 

memory of a loved one. 

Refreshments to follow. 

If you would like to suggest a poem 

and/or read it, please let Philip or 

Liz know.   

Everyone welcome 
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Parent and Toddler group 

Our first Parent and Toddler 

group began on Wednesday the 

8th of September. We welcomed 

8 adults and 8 babies/toddlers 

during the morning. It was a very 

relaxed happy atmosphere. The 

following week we saw 17 Adults 

and 19 babies/toddlers come 

through the doors.  There was a 

real buzz of children playing and 

parents cha�ng.  

The Parent and Toddler group at Alton Methodist Church meets on  

Wednesdays 10 -11.30am 

(term �me only). 

Feel free to pop in for a while 

or the whole session. 

We look forward to welcom-

ing you and your li(le ones. 

Liz and Angela 

 

 

Church House Group 

We are star�ng a new group to be held at church on Tuesday 19
th

 October 

sta�ng at 2.30pm.  Do come along and share in this get together.  This is an 

ini�al mee�ng to see how we can take it forward.  There will be a cuppa and 

biscuit too.  Do come along – all are welcome! 

Jennie Marlow 
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 CAMEO News 

Throughout the summer CAMEO members had been asking when the group 

might re-start, so it was with great delight that we were able to hold our 

first mee�ng on 7th September. 

Three long- standing members are now in nursing homes but we have 

gained three new members, brought along by friends, so 25 of us gathered 

together on the a-ernoon of the 7th. 

It was good to see everyone looking well and, a-er not being together for 

18 months, you can imagine the buzz of conversa�on as we caught up with 

each other’s news. A good deal of tea and cake was consumed too! Norma 

Duke brought along some examples of the medical equipment that she 

takes to Romania and gave us a fascina�ng insight into the origins of her 

close involvement with that country - thank you Norma. 

Our next mee�ng is on 16th October when Ann Foulkes is coming to talk 

about ALFI (Alton Local Food Ini�a�ve). 

Judy Nicholls 

 

Norma, showing some of the 

medical equipment she will be 

taking to Romania. 
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Lighthouse 

We con�nue to offer a Lighthouse mee�ng for children during 

the Sunday morning service on two Sundays a month, mostly on 

the 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Sundays in the month. In October the Girls’ and 

Boys’ Brigade enrolment service is on the 4
th

 Sunday (24
th

 Octo-

ber) so instead there will be a session on the 5
th

 Sunday, which 

just happens to be Halloween!  

On the 1st and 3rd Sundays there will be ac�vity materials in 

the Foyer for families to use. 

Sunday 10
th

 October – Lighthouse in Church Hall (younger children) 

Sunday 31
st

 October – all children invited to join in a Light Party in the 

Church Hall 

 

Autumn Amble 

Seasonal walks are back! 

The next is an Autumn Amble which will take place on Thursday 7th Octo-

ber – and as usual no booking is required.  We’ll be se�ng off at 10am, and 

full details of our mee�ng place will be on the no�ce board in the foyer, just 

as soon as the loca�on has been confirmed.  But please reserve the date in 

your diary! 

We hope to reserve a table for 12.30pm at a suitable hostelry.  If you would 

like to eat with us – whether or not you choose to walk! – please put your 

name on the list in the foyer, so that we can advise the Inn of the number 

of diners. 

Look forward to seeing you there! 

David Allan 
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Girls’ Brigade News 

 

As I write I’m looking forward to our second week back at GB mee�ngs. We 

are back to the familiar pa(ern of weekly mee�ngs for all sec�ons of the 

company and its good to see familiar faces again but also to see some new 

faces. 

Four girls have been promoted from the n:ves�gate sec�on to n:gage and 

we have two new ‘just started school’ recruits joining n:ves�gate. Our topic 

for the next few weeks is ‘Our Planet’ and so far we’ve wondered at God’s 

amazing crea�on and done some of our own crea�ng with paints and paper 

and magic candle-wax pictures. 

I see our topic tomorrow is to be how to save water… although the suggest-

ed game seems likely to result in a fair amount of water spilt on the floor!  

On Sunday 24
th

 October we’ll be a(ending the BB & GB Enrolment Service 

which starts at 10am. We hope to have a good turnout, despite it being the 

start of the half-term holiday. The n:ves�gate girls and Anchor Boys are 

learning a new song and how to sign the Lord’s Prayer. See you there! 

Nancy Buck 

(n:ves�gate leader) 

Marathon Runner 

Our daughter Alice Allan is due to run in the London Marathon on 3rd Octo-

ber. She has raised nearly £6000 for her charity Brain Research UK, having 

suffered and recovered from a serious brain bleed last year. Our thanks to 

those who have made dona�ons in support. 

Nigel and Ann Hughes 
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2
nd

 Alton Boys' Brigade  

Company Sec%on 

 

Parade Nights Return 

It is fantas�c to be able to write that at last we are back. Back mee�ng at the 

church on Friday evenings for full length mee�ngs with the Company and 

Senior boys. The programme for the mee�ngs is being rolled out to provide 

excitement and challenges to all the boys. Our newest member, who joined 

us from the Junior Sec�on, is working on his Compass badge which teaches 

him about: the Boys' Brigade's history; about its mission here in the UK and 

abroad; about our own Company; about basic drill movements. On receiving 

this badge he will be able to wear his Company uniform to mee�ngs and 

parades. Two of our oldest boys are embarking on the challenges involved in 

earning the Queen's Badge, the BB's highest award. The other boys will be 

working on their own badgework programmes. Many of the boys also par�c-

ipa�ng in the Company band and also the Duke of Edinburgh's Award 

Scheme; both of which ac�vi�es have also been able to restart recently. 

Pandemic Perseverance 

Having full parade nights is wonderful a-er the past 18 months of emailed 

newsle(ers and ac�vi�es, Zoom mee�ngs, occasional outdoor meet-ups 

when the rules allowed and eventually shortened, restricted mee�ngs in the 

church. Despite these limita�ons, through God's care as shown in his Son, 

the Company has con�nued and the boys have remained engaged and en-

thused. The Boys' Brigade mo(o "Sure and Steadfast", reminding us of that 

our faith unbreakably binds us to Christ, was a powerful statement through 

the difficult �mes. 

Summer Camp 

We should also thank God that we were able to par�cipate in a Summer 

Camp in August. We joined with the 1
st

 Woodley Company to camp at 

Butchers Coppice, on the edge of Bournemouth. Four of our boys went to 

Camp, a new experience for all of them. They soon made friends with the 

ten boys from Woodley. The boys were arranged into four tents; tents which 

they had to pitch themselves when we arrived on the Saturday a-ernoon. 

There were lots of ac�vi�es during the week, many on the campsite which is 
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also an ac�vity centre. So, on site the boys did high ropes challenges, air gun 

shoo�ng, fencing, axe throwing and bubble ball. We also visited the beach, 

with most braving the waves to swim in the sea, played minigolf and lazer-

quest, went 10-pin bowling and had an a-ernoon in Bournemouth town 

centre. On one evening there was a campfire and barbeque at the campsite. 

As well as these ac�vi�es, the boys also competed in an inter-tent compe�-

�on judged through inspec�ons of their tent, kit and uniform, sports match-

es and scores from some of the ac�vi�es. There was a daily programme of 

devo�ons with the theme of Following Jesus. 

All this was fuelled by great food cooked in camp condi�ons by a member of 

the Woodley staff with the support of a daily duty squad of boys. The weath-

er was kind, very li(le rain and o-en sunshine. 

Our Company made a par�cular contribu�on to the Camp through the provi-

sion of buglers to sound the various calls during each day. Three of our boys 

are buglers, and with Mr Burgess to guide them (and play some calls him-

self), the sound of the 2
nd

 Alton Company was heard across the campsite. 

Woodley were impressed; boys playing real instruments is far superior to 

recording of calls played on mobile phone speakers. 

Returning to Alton on the Saturday a-ernoon, all the boys said they had en-

joyed themselves and wanted to do it again. The good news is that we and 

the Woodley Company aim to have a Summer Camp together next year. 

 

So as you can see, we have so much to praise and thank God for, as indeed 

we should always do, but maybe we feel Jesus' love and care for us, both as 

individuals and as a Boys' Brigade Company, even more strongly now. Psalm 

91:4 tells us, "His huge outstretched arms protect you; under them you’re 

perfectly safe; his arms fend off all harm." [The Message]. What a comfort 

to know this as we all move forward together with Him. 

Lt. Rolfe Bridson 
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Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 

Eighteen young people are now preparing to tackle their 

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award expedi�ons through our BB 

Company.  The first mee�ng of the Bronze and Silver 

groups was on 15th September, and already maps are be-

ing studied and the Countryside Code explored. 

The expedi�on season ends on 31st October, and they hope to be able to fit 

in some training walks and possibly a prac�ce expedi�on by then; a-er that, 

we must all wait un�l the new season begins on 1st April next year.  Howev-

er, the indoor learning and planning will con�nue during autumn and winter 

months. 

We’re very pleased that Joe Murrell has joined Rolfe Bridson and me on the 

training team. 

David Allan 

 

Preparing for their adventure 

 

 

There are eleven young people from School Years 7 and 8 enrolled in Young 

Venturers, all excited about the prospect of going for a walk in the country-

side, without their parents!  The church foyer is a busy place on Wednesday 

evenings as they learn the skills – map reading, first aid and so on – that will 

enable them to complete this challenge safely. 

It's great that Dione Watson has joined the leaders’ team, working with me 

alongside Geoff Goodall and Karen Murrell. 

David Allan 
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Church AGM  

Due to lockdowns and restric�ons the church had not been able to hold an 

AGM since May 5
th

 2019, so it was great to be back together on the Sunday 

a-ernoon of 19
th

 September. 

A good representa�ve of the church family was present, and we began with 

the hymn ‘Lord for the years’ followed by some words from the Psalms and 

a prayer. 

We remembered those who had died in the last year and gave thanks to 

God for their life, faith and Chris�an witness. 

The church stewards were elected as were the reps. to the church council in 

addi�on to those already on the council due to their specific responsibili�es. 

It was encouraging to then hear various members of the church report on 

all the ac�vi�es that had begun once more along with new ideas and ven-

tures.  

We considered ways in which we might hear about and support the work of 

Mercy Ships – our charity for this year. Ideas such as a talent auc�on, quiz, 

tabletop sale were all suggested. 

We learned that sadly, Rev Rachel Sturt had announced her re�rement as 

Anna Chaplain at the end of this present year. The GAP working party will be 

considering our future plans. We are so grateful for the work Rachel has 

been doing, her pastoral care has been much appreciated. 

New fellowship/house groups were being planned, one on a Tuesday a-er-

noon led by Jennie in Church and a second via Zoom in an evening ‘Caring 

for Crea�on’ led by Philip. 

Graham updated everyone on the financial posi�on of the church and it was 

heartening to learn that even during the pandemic with loss of le�ngs and 

our usual events we were on budget. Thank you for your generosity! 

Reports on property and safeguarding followed along with future church 
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events now arranged. The mee�ng closed with a hymn and the blessing. 

A bring and share tea was enjoyed by many as we valued the opportunity to 

meet in fellowship. 

Mercy Ships 

“We can change it one life at a �me.” 

For many people in low-income countries, surgery is simply not an op�on, 

either because it doesn’t exist or it is inaccessible. 

Onboard the floa�ng hospital, the Africa Mercy, Mercy Ships provides safe 

surgery for free, transforming thousands of lives in every country it visits. 

Here is just one story about the amazing work they do. 

 

Both Mamadou and Alimatou dreamed of having a family. Several 

months a-er they were married, their dream became a reality. Alimatou 

gave birth to their first child, a li(le girl who they named Mariama. 

Their li(le girl, who is now 7 months old, is a lively and healthy baby, 

but a severe facial cle- strains her joyful smile. This facial cle- affects 

li(le Mariama’s lip and her nose, making it difficult for her to eat and 

causes her parents to worry about her future. 

Paediatric services capable of trea�ng baby Mariama’s condi�on are not 

readily available in their small town, so local doctors directed Mari-
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ama’s father to Senegal’s capital city in hopes that he might find help 

there. 

Mamadou headed to Dakar and began to search for healing for Mari-

ama. Eventually, he heard about a hospital ship docked in the port of 

Dakar, which was full of volunteer medical professionals offering life-

changing surgeries to those in need. 

One week a-er signing up for the screening with Mercy Ships, Mama-

dou received a phone call announcing that his daughter had been cho-

sen for surgery. 

“I give thanks to God first, and I am very grateful to Mercy Ships,” Mam-

adou said. “I’m happy. Thank you!” 

A-er her surgery, Mariama and her family stayed at the HOPE (Hospital 

OutPa�ent Extension) centre where her parents learned how to make 

nutri�onal baby formula and learned about the importance of con�n-

ued nutri�on for their child. Once she had recovered from her surgery, 

Mariama was finally able to return home with her family, happy and 

healthy! 

www.mercyships.org.uk 

 

Flower Ministry 

The Flower Ministry is up and running again! 

Brenda Milam has distributed rotas to those who have told her they are 

willing to take part in the distribu�on of the church flowers to friends in our 

community who are celebra�ng a special occasion or who might welcome 

evidence of our sympathy. If this is something you think you’d like to take 

part in, please speak to Brenda or a steward. 
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Christmas Fair at Alton Methodist Church 

Saturday 27
th

 November, 10 am-12 noon 

 

A-er a year’s respite we’re planning to 

hold a Christmas Fair again as a fund-

raiser for the church. The following se-

lec�on of stalls are planned so far and 

dona�ons of goods to sell would be 

welcome nearer the �me:- 

 

Cakes     ? 

Fancy Goods   Terri 

White & Wendy Essex-Crosby 

Jewellery & Accessories  Judith Janes  

Toys     Jennie Marlow  

Baskets    Chris�ne Allan  

In addi�on, Judy Nicholls and her team in the Café will be there to refresh 

all weary shoppers, Pam Jones will be bringing her art works and the Boys’ 

and Girls’ Brigade will be taking part too.  

Would anyone be willing to run the cake stall?  

This event tradi�onally has a great atmosphere – so book the date and join 

the fun! 

Nancy Buck (01420 85994) 
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Giving by envelope 
  

 

We have decided not to 

purchase any more enve-

lopes for weekly giving 

because of the high cost of 

buying these and their 

declining use. However 

the envelope giving 

scheme is s�ll very much 

alive!  

We have been encouraging members to give their regular dona�ons by 

standing order wherever possible, but if this is not possible or convenient 

please con�nue to put your dona�on into the dona�ons basket.  

If you are giving cash and registered with us for Gi- Aid, please put your 

dona�on in any envelope, and write either your name or your envelope 

number on the outside. If you have forgo(en your envelope number and 

you want to use it, please ask me. If you are giving by cheque, you do not 

need an envelope at all, but if you prefer to put it in an envelope for privacy 

this is fine. In this case you do not need to write anything on the envelope. 

Graham Ti(erington (Church Treasurer 
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Eco Corner 
 

It is all in the detail 

 

Hydrogen has been trumpeted as one of the 

answers to provision of a carbon dioxide-

free replacement for hydrocarbons. It is true 

that when hydrogen burns in oxygen, the 

end result is pure water and nothing else. 

However, when hydrogen is burnt in air, it is 

now being discovered that air being roughly 20% oxygen and 80% nitrogen, 

one of the by-products is oxides of nitrogen.  These are also some of the 

pollutants from combus�on of hydrocarbons and are a major contributor to 

contaminated air in ci�es. While going carbon-free is hugely important to 

restric�on of Global Warming, it will not be the end of the clean-up story. 

For everyone concerned with Global Warming, the UN Climate Change Con-

ference COP26 is of course the most important thing to happen this year. 

This is an occasion when it is essen�al that all the major powers in the 

World bury their differences, get together and agree steps to fight what is 

now their common enemy. 

This seems like a massive challenge. So what can we do as individuals? We 

can pray for success of COP26, remembering that, however big the chal-

lenge, if we do not pray then we cannot expect our prayers to be answered. 

Nigel Hughes 

 

H2O 
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Congratula%ons Philip! 

Pam Jones, Alton Town Mayor, presen/ng Philip with his winners cer-

/ficate for the Best Kept Allotment in the Alton in Bloom compe//on. 
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Rev Jean Simmonds 

We were very sad to hear of the death of the Rev Jean Simmonds, who was 

minister here at Alton Methodist Church  for a number of years in the 

1990s.  

The date for the funeral has not been fixed yet. The family has requested no 

flowers but instead dona�ons be made to the Turning Point Trust
1
.  

Our prayers are with Michael and the family. 

1. tptrust.org or The Turning Point Trust, c/o Christ Church, Town Square, Woking, 

Surrey GU21 6YG) 

ALFI  
ALTON LOCAL FOOD INITIATIVE 

 

 

 

Saturday 9
th

 October 10.30-1.30 

Alton Methodist Church Hall 

Coffee and cakes from 10.30am  

and home-made vegetable soups from 12 noon. 

Enjoy delicious home-made local food, garden �ps and chat. 

To find out more about ALFI visit our website 

www.AltonLocalFood.org.uk 
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Dates for your Diary 

 

 

Please look at ar/cles in the Newsle>er giving more informa/on. 

The November issue of the Newsle>er should be available from Sunday 31st 

October. 

Tue 12th 12.30pm Lunch Club 

Sat 16th 2.00pm CAMEO 

Tue 19th 2.30pm House Group in Church (1st session) 

Thu 21st 7.30pm Church Council 

Thu 28th 10.00am Ladies at Wetherspoons 

NOVEMBER   

Sat 7th 10.00-12.00 Messy Church 

Tue 9th 12.30pm Lunch Club 

Sat 9th 10.30am-1.30pm ALFI Harvest Feast 

Thu 7th 10.00am Autumn Amble 

Sat 2nd 10.00-12.00 Messy Church 

Fri 1st 10.00am Macmillan Coffee Morning 

OCTOBER   

Sat 27th 10.00-12.00 Christmas Fair 
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Services at Alton in October 2021           

 

CONTACT US 

Church Office: Email altonmethodist@hotmail.com    (Tel 01420 82695 )     

The church office is not usually staffed. Emails will be picked up and 

passed on to the relevant person, but answerphone messages may be 

overlooked.  

For pastoral maFers, please phone or email Rev Philip Simpkins.  

Tel: 01420 83167  Email: philip.simpkins@methodist.org.uk 

For administra%ve maFers, including bookings, please contact Mrs Liz 

George via the church email address (above) or Tel 01420 561543     

Items for inclusion in the  November issue of the “NewsleFer” should 

reach the editor, Nancy Buck, by noon Sunday 24th October at the latest, 

please. (Items may be emailed to Nancy or the Church Office.) 

Sunday 3rd 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  10.00am Rev Rachel Sturt - Holy Communion 

Sunday 10th 248h Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   10.00am Jennie Marlow 

Sunday 17th 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  10.00am   Rev Nick Oborski 

Sunday 24th 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 10.00am Liz George - BB & GB Enrolment 

Sunday 31st 

 10.00am Rev Philip Simpkins - Holy Communion 

31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  4.00pm Candles of Remembrance 


