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Dear Friends, 

It has been lovely to see so many of you back at church enjoying both wor-

ship and fellowship once again.  

It is o�en said that the Church is made up of people and it truly is.  

We have been church through the dark days of the pandemic seeking to 

support and care for one another, sharing in online worship and seeking to 

live out our Chris"an faith amongst the community. The adage is true ‘You 

don’t have to go to Church to be a Chris"an’ however it is through mee"ng 

and belonging together that we are more able to help and encourage one 

another in our faith as well as seek to serve the community and be an effec-

"ve presence on the High Street. 

John Wesley said, ‘The New Testament knows nothing of solitary religion’ 

for we are called to fellowship with one another. 
1
 

The writer to the Hebrews also urged his readers, ‘Let us consider how we 

might spur one another on towards love and good deeds. Let us not give up 

mee�ng together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage 

one another… (Hebrews 10.24-25) 

The need for ongoing fellowship through worship, coffee mornings, house 

groups, Cameo, Lunch Clubs, Girls Brigade and Boys Brigade to name but a 

few, is vital for our health and well being as individuals and as a church. 

Thank you for coming back together and in doing so building one another 

up in life and in faith. 

All praise to our redeeming Lord, 

Who joins us by his grace, 

And bids us, each to each restored, 

Together seek his face. 

 

He bids us build each other up. 

And, gathered into one 

To our high calling’s glorious hope 

We hand in hand go on. 

 

1. Ques"ons of Life, Nicky Gumble, p 223 
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We all partake the joy of one, 

The common peace we feel, 

A peace to sensual minds unknown 

A joy unspeakable. 

(Singing the Faith 608) 

As we move into early autumn let us pray that we will keep everyone as safe 

as possible, look a�er one another’s welfare and cau"ously in respect to 

Covid, move forward as a church. 

Every blessing 

Philip 

 

Congratulations toCongratulations toCongratulations toCongratulations to    

Liam Sheridan on becoming a fully accredited Local Preacher. 

Debbie Bridger on becoming a grandmother for the first "me – congratula-

"ons to Sam & Louise on the birth of Felicity! 

Freda Ryan on her 90
th

 Birthday , which was on 19th  August. 

Leslie and Be�y Dane who celebrated their 66th Wedding Anniversary on 

27th August. 

Chris�ne and David Allan who celebrate their Golden Wedding Anniversary 

on 3rd September. 

And, to Bob & Di Wright on their Pearl Wedding Anniversary on 28
th

 Sept. 

 

Ruby Dickinson at Brendon Care 

An ar"cle en"tled “Senior Living” in a recent edi"on of the Alton Herald described 

how well Ruby has seDled at Brendon Care. Her daughter Constance said “My mum 

has a new lease of life here. She is s"mulated and happy.” Isn’t that wonderful to 

know? 
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Circuit Service 

Sunday September 12
th

 at 4pm 

Fleet Methodist Church 

A welcome service for Rev Nick Oborski as he becomes our Super-

intendent Minister. 

The service will be led by Rev Dr. David Hinchliffe Chair of the 

South East Methodist District 

 

 

 

 

 

    We hope to be able to gather a team together to run Messy Church 

on the first Saturday of the Month as from October 2
nd

 between 10-

12noon. 

    This will include games, bible story, cra�s and refreshments for 

children accompanied by their parents/carers. 

    The theme for October will be ‘A Celebra�on of Crea�on’ with lots 

of opportuni"es to be crea"ve! 

    If you would like to help on the day or in prepara"on of cra�      

materials beforehand, please contact Philip & Angela. 
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Mercy Ships 

It is important as a church that we are able to look outside of our own local 

situa"on and be informed and support mission around the world. 

The stewards shared at the last Church Council the desire for us to seek to 

learn more about and ac"vely support a specific charity each year. 

For 2021 to 2021 it was suggested that we support the work of Mercy Ships. 

(I have a friend who volunteered with them some "me ago) 

‘Mercy Ships is a faith based interna�onal development organisa�on that 

deploys hospital ships to some of the poorest countries in the world, deliver-

ing vital, free healthcare to people in desperate need.’ 
1
 

Mercy Ships complete thousands of 

urgent opera"ons onboard its 

floa"ng hospital whilst volunteers 

work closely with host na"ons to 

improve the way health care is giv-

en across the country.  

Mercy Ships seek to help people of 

all faiths and none, bringing hope, 

to those who are poor and o�en 

forgoDen.  

Mercy Ships heal cle� lips so babies can feed, straighten bowed legs so 

children can walk, and repair cataracts so the blind can see. 

Over the coming year we hope to learn more about the work of Mercy 

Ships throughout the life of our church as we then seek to support 

them.  

 

 

 

 

1. hDps://www.mercyships.org.uk 
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Wedding Bells! 

On Saturday 31st July Chris"an Janes married Verity at Holybourne Church. 

The church family will remember Chris"an as both a member and a leader of 

Boys’ Brigade. 

Judy Janes is a church member and was a Church Steward in Alton and a Cir-

cuit Steward for many years. 
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Do you have a welcoming smile?  

And if you do, can you spare an hour on Saturday 11th September?  We’re 

looking for people willing to welcome folk from other churches who will be 

dropping in at our church at various "mes throughout the day as they take 

part in the annual “Ride and Stride” event. 

All you have to do is to offer them the drinks and biscuits that will be provid-

ed, to show them where the toilets are, to sign their cards, and to convince 

them that Alton Methodist is the most welcoming church in the whole area! 

It’s just for an hour – choose which "me you would like, and simply add 

your name to the list on the no"ce board in the foyer! 

Your help is appreciated. 

David Allan 

(Family Commi.ee) 

Church Flowers  

It has been decided that we shall only have a simple vase 

of flowers on the Communion table each week, except on 

special occasions and fes"vals. 

Our policy now is to use Oasis as liDle as possible, as it is 

made from plas"c which is not good for the environment. 

Vases are available in the flower/cleaning cupboard near 

the toilets. 

Please sign up to provide flowers if you possibly can. The list is on the no-

"ceboard in the foyer. 

Janet Meager 



9 

Cream Tea at the Manse 

Beau"ful sunshine on the a�ernoon of 17th July allowed us to enjoy the 

Manse garden in all its glory - and “glorious” is the word to describe the 

wonderful display of flowers. Strategically placed umbrellas allowed those 

who preferred the shade to sit and chat in comfort. It was such a treat to 

meet with friends that one hadn’t seen for months. Thank you to Philip and 

Angela for their hospitality and to Angela and Chris"ne for the delicious 

scones. 

Judy Nicholls 

Tuesday Coffee Morning. 

Our ecumenical coffee morning is back in business, welcoming customers 

old and new and going strong in its 15th year! 

For the first few weeks Chris"ne and I have been behind the coffee pots but, 

from next month, representa"ves from both AMC and the Parish of the Res-

urrec"on will be taking their turn, as they have done from the beginning. 

Prices remain at 50p and all profits will con"nue to be donated to local char-

i"es. Come and join us on Tuesdays, to enjoy delicious coffee and good 

company.                                 Judy Nicholls 
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A big thank you to all who contributed, either through home collec"ng box-

es or by cheque.  I was able to bank £1262 which will be put to good use by 

Ac"on for Children. 

 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 

We haven’t started Friday Coffee Mornings again just yet but it would be 

good to support the Macmillan Coffee Morning as we have in the past.  I’m 

sugges"ng we use 1
st

 October, which is a week later than all the other ones, 

so if you missed suppor"ng this worthwhile cause – come along between 

10am and 12 noon!   

 

Ladies at Wetherspoons 

We have started back with our Ladies at Wetherspoons on the last Thursday 

of the month.  So pop in for a coffee and a chat on 30
th

 September any"me 

a�er 10am. 

 

House Groups 

I am thinking it would be a good idea to hold a ‘house group’ at church and 

wondered who would like to join me.  It would depend on the availability, 

but church is accessible to most people.  Let me know if you are interested 

and we’ll look at star"ng something in October.  

 Jennie Marlow (85698) 
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Boys’ and Girls’ Brigade News 

Boys’ Brigade mee�ngs will start again on Friday 10
th

 September and Girls’ 

Brigade on Monday 13th September.  

The BB mee"ngs are for boys from the age of 5 upwards and GB for girls 

from 4½ upwards. New recruits are always welcome.  

For further informa"on on both groups, please see the Church website or 

contact the Captains, Pete Burgess (BB) or Kym Burgess (GB), through the 

church email address, altonmethodist@hotmail.com. 

 

Lighthouse  

Our Sunday morning group for young people will be star"ng again in Sep-

tember. On the 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Sundays there will usually be a group mee"ng in 

our church hall during the 10am service for the younger age group (3-10yrs). 

In addi"on, on one of those Sundays there will be a second group on offer 

for older children. On Sundays when there is no organised group, ac"vity 

materials will be available in the Foyer for family use, as has been the case 

over the summer. 

We also have an invita"on for our youngsters to join in ac"vi"es at St Law-

rence some weeks, but arrangements are not yet finalised. 

If you would like further informa"on about group ac"vi"es or would like to 

volunteer to join the team please speak to Liam Sheridan. 

 

Sunday 12
th

 September: Lighthouse in Church Hall  

    (younger group) 

Sunday 26
th

 September: Lighthouse in Church Hall  

    (younger and older groups) 
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Adventures in Scotland 

 

 

Six young people have successfully completed a week’s expedi"oning in the 

Galloway Hills of South-West Scotland.  This is a remote area with challeng-

ing terrain, and the group’s task was made more difficult by some adverse 

weather.  However, they were all elated at comple"ng their adventure, and 

the DofE Scotland Assessor, Helen Wallace (ex Alton!), complimented them 

on their achievement. 

David Allan 

Start at Bruce’s Stone, 

Glen Trool   

      Descent from Corserine 

(814m) 
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Young Venturers and Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 

A�er a long gap due to the Covid restric"ons, classes of instruc"on for expe-

di"ons will begin this month.  Young Venturers is for School Years 7 and 8, 

while DofE is for Years 9 and above. 

An Informa"on Evening is being held in the church on Wednesday 1st Sep-

tember at 7pm, and we hope that parents, as well as young people, will 

aDend to find out more about what these entail. 

David Allan 

CAMEO 

Our first mee"ng will be on Saturday 4th September, 2pm in the Church. 

Judy Nicholls 

Raise Funds For Your Church or Charity 
Amazon Smile 

When you go to purchase anything from Amazon - simply google search 

smile.amazon.co.uk 

  Users have to always start at smile.amazon.co.uk (rather than ama-

zon.co.uk) and on the first occasion you go there it will ask you to search for 

their favourite charity. This is of course "Alton Methodist Church"! Apart 

from this it is much as usual. Please don't feel obliged to sign up for Amazon 

prime! 

 Amazon then give a % of your purchase back to your chosen charity. 

 Graham TiDerington 
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Drop-a-Copper – End of a 15 year run! 

I would like to thank everyone who supported the Drop-a-Copper boDle 

that was le� in the foyer. It was originally placed there by my husband Da-

vid. I have been able to keep it going for 15 years since he passed away. It is 

with great regret that I have decided to remove the boDle. Due to the pan-

demic and people having less cash in their pockets, it has had very liDle 

money in it, so I feel that now is the "me to remove it!  

Thank you again.  

Wendy Essex-Crosby 

 

Eco Corner 
 

While the news has been preoccupied with Covid and the Middle East, pro-

gress con"nues on ways to reach a zero carbon society. Here are a couple of 

highlights from the UK. 

 

In the North Sea opposite Hull is Hornsey 

One, the worlds largest wind farm. It has 174 

turbines each genera"ng enough electricity 

to power 1 million homes.  One rota"on of 

one 154 metre diameter turbine provides 

enough power for a home for a day. There is 

already a plan to build an even larger wind 

farm, Hornsey 2. 

Companies from Tees Valley area are plan-

ning to exploit these sources of nearby wind 

power to make hydrogen - a completely pol-

lu"on and carbon-free fuel. They also plan to capture carbon dioxide from 

the atmosphere and then bury it under North Sea. 

Nigel Hughes 
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ALFI 
ALTON LOCAL FOOD INITIATIVe 

Saturday 9
th

 October 10.30-1.30 

Alton Methodist Church Hall 

 

Coffee and cakes from 10.30am 

and home-made vegetable soups from 12 noon. 

Enjoy delicious home-made local food, 

garden "ps and chat. 

 

To find out more about ALFI visit our website 

www.AltonLocalFood.org.uk 
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Alton Choral Society Resume Rehearsals! 
 
Weekly at 7.45 pm, star"ng Wednesday 8th September 

 

At Alton Salva"on Army Hall GU34 1HN  

(on the corner across the road from the Market Square)  

 

We are so much looking forward to singing together again a�er so 

long!  

And this is the perfect "me for new singers to join us - all voices and 

all ages will be very welcome.  We sing four-part harmony from sheet 

music. Very few, if any, are ‘sight-readers’ and Wendy takes learning 

new material one step at a "me.  

No audi"ons.  

 

Coming up this term: 

 

Autumn concert in aid of St Michael’s Hospice 

celebra"ng the return to live music with a light, varied programme. 

October 30th - 4 pm, St Lawrence Church 

 

Wonder of Christmas Concert 

the return of this popular town event, 

December 11th - 7.30 pm Alton Mal"ngs Centre 

 

Contact through the website, www.altonchoral.org.uk or Facebook  

or ring Debby on 01420 86910 
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Christmas Cards 

Yes, I know it is far too early to be thinking of Christmas, but someone has 

to! Debby Bridger will be happy to take orders for cards to be sold in aid of 

church funds. Two designs have been chosen and details will be available 

later in the month. 

 

Christmas Fair 

We plan to hold our Christmas Fair again this year and the date is in the 

church calendar - Saturday 27th November, 10-12. 

 Celebrate the harvest! 

Come and join us in church  

10am on Sunday 

26th September 

for our Harvest Fes�val 

led by 

Rev Philip Simpkins 
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Dates for your diary 

Please look at ar"cles in the NewsleDer giving more informa"on. 

The October issue of the NewsleDer should be available from Sunday 26th 

September. 

SEPTEMBER   

Wed 1 7.00pm DofE and YV informa"on evening 

Thurs 2 10.30am Devo"onal Service at Willow Court, led by Rev 

Gordon Randall 

Sat 4 2.00pm CAMEO in Church 

Wed 8 10.00-11.30 AMC Stay & Play (1st session) 

Sat 11 All day Ride + Stride 

Sun 12 4.00pm Circuit Service at Fleet Methodist Church  

 7.30pm Circuit Mee"ng at the Spire, Farnham 

Sun 19 4.00pm Alton Methodist Church AGM 

Thurs 30 10.00 onwards Ladies at Wetherspoons 

OCTOBER   

Fri 1 10.00-12.00 Macmillan Coffee Morning 

Sat 9 10.30-1.30 ALFI Harvest Feast in Church Hall 

Tues 12 12.30 Lunch Club 
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Services at Alton in September 2021           

 

CONTACT US 

Church Office: Email altonmethodist@hotmail.com    (Tel 01420 82695 )     

The church office is not usually staffed. Emails will be picked up and 

passed on to the relevant person, but answerphone messages may be 

overlooked.  

For pastoral ma�ers, please phone or email Rev Philip Simpkins.  

Tel: 01420 83167  Email: philip.simpkins@methodist.org.uk 

For administra�ve ma�ers, including bookings, please contact Mrs Liz 

George via the church email address (above) or Tel 01420 561543     

Items for inclusion in the  October issue of the “Newsle�er” should reach 

the editor, Nancy Buck, by noon Sunday 19th September at the latest, 

please.  

If you are able to email your contribu"on to the office (or to Nancy) it 

would be much appreciated. 

Sunday 5th 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  10.00am 

 

Rev Philip Simpkins 

 

Sunday 12th 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   10.00am 

  

Pam Jones 

 

Sunday 19th 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  10.00am 

    

Liz George 

 

Sunday 26th 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 10.00am 

  

Rev Philip Simpkins - Harvest Fes�val 

 


